ADVENT SERVICE 3

Leader: God, come to our assistance.
All: Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father.

Opening Hymn:

O Come O Come Emmanuel

O Come! O Come! Emmanuel!
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! O Israel.Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Reader 1:

No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas
without being truly poor.

The self-sufficient, the proud,
those who, because they have everything,



look down on others, those who have no need
even of God-for them there will be no Christmas!

Only the poor, the hungry, those who need someone
to come on their behalf, will have that someone.
That someone is God.

Emmanuel, God-with-us.

Without poverty of spirit
There can be no abundance of God.
(Oscar Romero)

Psalm 34 (in choir)
Refrain: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord.

I will bless my God at all times;

God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

Let the humble hear and be glad.

Refrain.

Look to God and be radiant;

So your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried,

and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble.

Refrain.

When the righteous cry for help,
God hears and rescues them

from all their troubles.

God is near to the broken-hearted,
And saves the crushed in spirit.

Refrain.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But God rescues them from them all.
God redeems the life of his servants;
None of those who take refuge in God
Will be condemned!

Refrain.



Glory to the Father

And to the Son and

To the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning

Is now and ever shall be world without end.
Amen.

Refrain.
Leader:

Christmas, we are told, is a time for giving and rightly so.
We are called to be generous; to give of ourselves.

We ought not to forget, however, that Christmas is
also a time of “receiving”.

As vowed men, we, very often, prefer to think of ourselves as givers.
We very often see ourselves as

self-sufficient, competent men,

capable teachers, principals, chaplains, counselors, social workers
using our gifts and talents for those less fortunate than ourselves.

Yet the Gospel evangelists reveal to us
that Christmas is pre-eminently a season of receiving.

Silence 3 min

Reflection Question:

Do | have a difficulty with receiving praise?

How comfortable am I when | am the recipient of deserving attention?

Sharing if Brothers wish to do so.

All:
Father in heaven,



many times we so easily forget
that the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, born to Mary in Bethlehem,
was your doing and yours alone.

So often, we, in our pride and arrogance,
act as if everything depended on our giving our gifts.

Today, we thank you for your wonderful gift of Jesus to us.
We pray for open and welcoming hearts to be able

To “receive” Jesus always into our daily lives.

We ask our prayer in his name. Amen..

Reading The Gospel of Luke

Mary said to the angel Gabriel:

“l am a virgin. How, then, can this be?”
The angel answered:

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you. For this reason the holy child will be
called the Son of God. Remember your cousin Elizabeth. It is said that she
cannot have children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though
she is very old.

“l am the servant of the Lord,” said Mary,

“may it happen to me as you have said!”

And the angel Gabriel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Silence

Reader:

Mary, in the Gospel, is on the “receiving” end of God’s love.

She sees herself as empty-handed- a mere recipient of God’s graciousness
in choosing her to be the mother of the Son..



As we now listen to her Magnificat,

Let us recall in silence that we, too,

are mere receivers, recipients of God’s graciousness and love
in the gift of Jesus.

Magnificat  (to the melody of Amazing Grace)

1. My soul proclaims the Lord, my God; my spirit sings God’s praise!
God looks on me and lifts me up, and gladness fills my days!

2. All nations now will share my joy; God’s gifts have been out poured.
This little one God has made great. | magnify the Lord.

3. For thos who love God’s holy name, God’s mercy will not die,
Whose strong right arm puts down the proud and lifts the lowly high.
4. God fills the hungry with good things and sends the rich away;

The promise made to Abraham is filled to endless day.

5. O Father, Son and Spirit blest, to you all thanks and praise;

To you be glory, power and might, from age to endless age.

Prayers Of Intercessions
Leader:

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.

We have seen his glory...full of grace and truth.”

Let us now offer our needs, the needs of our community and the world to our
God. Our response will be:

“Lord, hear us.”

1. That in this season of Advent, we may take quiet time to allow ourselves
to be good receivers of God’s gift to us. We pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear us.

2. “Tousachildis born, to us a Son is given.”
“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”
Of all gifts there is none so precious as this one.
We now ask for this one gift:
Stay with us, Lord Jesus Christ!
We pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear us.



3.

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness and shadow

on them a light has shone.”

We pray now for those who suffer from all kinds of darkness

whether it be depression, addiction, anxiety, despair, failed relationships,
anger or whatever darkness is experienced,

that the powerful light of Jesus may bring new life and renewed hope.
We pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear us.
For whom and for what else should we pray today.
Our Father

Closing Prayer

All:

God, our loving and gracious Father,

without you, we can do nothing and, yet,

for the most part,

we act as though without us,

you can do nothing.

We, now, in a spirit of humility and joy,

commit our hearts and our lives

to be open and welcoming wombs,

places of nourishment and love

so that you, our God, may have the space to be born
once again in us.

We ask our prayer in the name of Jesus, our brother. Amen.
Leader: Live, Jesus, in our hearts. All: Forever!




