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WEST AFRICAN DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER 

 

ά²!b th¢έ 
 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

 
Warm greetings to all in the Edmund Rice family; I 
heartily welcome you to the May edition of the West 
Africa District Newsletter. As mentioned in the past, we 
as an editorial team are still committed to making our 
domestic happenings international, as Wan Pot is an 
excellent forum to keep ourselves connected with our 
brothers and friends globally.  
 
Among the major activities that took place around the 
District for the month of May was the May 5th 
celebration of Edmund Rice Feast Day. In this edition 
read about how communities in the West African 
District honored and celebrated this day of their 
founder.  Read also how communities are continuing 
to respond to families struggling in the wake of the 
Ebola epidemic with the assistance of generous 
donors.  
 
We would like to thank the many communities who 
contributed generously to Wan Pot last month. Your 
contributions are what make Wan Pot worthwhile.  
Kindly continue to communicate what is happening in 
your area via the email addresses at the bottom of the 
last page. 

 

Tengbeh Town & District News 
Br. Noel Bradshaw ð District Leader 

 
Greetings to all our Friends, 

Just as I begin to write, we are getting the first real 

rains of the year in Freetown, just a few showers till 

now, clearing the dust after the long hot dry season. 

So a lot of happy people in town this morning 

knowing they will not have to spend a large part of 

the day carrying buckets of water on their heads. It 

may now be possible for students to get to school 

earlier or without being too tired for classes. 

Thankfully too classes have resumed after the long 

ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ άƘƻƭƛŘŀȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ 

to survive the Ebola epidemic. We are now into the 

first week without any reported cases, another 40 

days to go before the emergency will be called off. 

Then life resumes normally, that is the hope of all. 

Football will return, unfortunately all the 

Premierships and La Ligas will be over, but the fun 

around the roads and compounds begins. 

Life in the district will also take on new meanings as 

community and district ministries can now be 

revived and renewed. The formation area of the 

whole district had to be put on hold, postulancy 

closed down, and PGP team unable to function. 

Meetings with the various brothers and teams are 

arranged for the coming week, so the travel and 

movements too return to normal. Community 

Ǿƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ƻΣ .ƭŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ bΩƧŀƭŀ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ. No 

need now for Ebola-Police passes and restrictions 

around meetings. We may even be able to organise 

annual retreats and a few workshops, all the district 

activities we all took for granted till they were 

removed. Brothers will be able to visit families 

without fear of Ebola, so annual home holidays will 

be possible, provided we fulfil this magic 42-day 

requirement with no new Ebola cases reported. So, 

there will be gatherings and reunions, weddings and 

celebrations, as life without fear returns.  

Some foreign travel is also planned or in the 

planning. Albert is in Accra presently, returning from 

PLT meetings, this time held in Ghana so we could 

attend. Albert is becoming our District-Province man 

on the team with EAD community visitations coming 

up for a whole month or so. Andrew too has 

commitments in Ghana, the Kanvilli School Prize- 

Giving and Thanksgiving Day, would not be complete 

without his presence. He will also do some 

community building with the men there as it is our 

hope to add new members to our Diaspora 

community in Choggu. I would hope to see Ghana 

someday, but I suppose somebody has to mind the 

ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΗΗ {ƻƳŜ άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

expected also, with Paul Follas, the first to brave the 

situation. Paul has some longstanding commitments 

and ministry around financial matters. We have to 

give preference to these financial matters, Ebola or 

not, but we are sure all is safe, and all brothers will 
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be delighted to have you visit them. With all the 

travel, we will ensure there will be someone to meet 

you off the boat, and ferry you to TT, ensuring all is 

in order for life and ministry. 

We are hoping all the maintenance work around 

communities, the roofing and water wells etc. are 

now complete as the rains begin. The Yengema 

community tell us the road is almost complete, so a 

visit to the brothers there is planned after the Bo 

visitations. TT itself, as normal as ever with all the 

movements around and out, our workers ensuring 

the place is secure, meals always prepared when 

brothers arrive or depart, clothes get washed, no 

machines or cookers yet, and the market shopping is 

another experience. So, thank you Esther, Rosa and 

Vandi for another good district team. The other 

team in the TT compound is the project office team, 

just like us, in and out around the district and 

abroad. As I write, Pious is in Ghana meeting with 

the ERD-Missian Cara Representative for the 

Province, while Joseph has been back and forth to 

Liberia with Albert.  Of course the Ebola ministry 

with ERD and ERFA requires a lot of movement also. 

Still they are a never ending presence now having a 

good working relationship with their workers, 

Ibrahim and Bobby also, all one happy family for 

now, till the next crisis. But we are used to those by 

now. 

So, as we begin a new chapter, post Ebola era, we 

can be grateful for the grace of God, that has kept all 

brothers safe, for the resilience and ability to accept 

the trauma, fear, and still remain faithful, perhaps 

growing through it all. No doubt the Ebola epidemic 

touched all brothers as family, friends fell victim to 

the dreaded disease. The poor have become poorer, 

again the amazing resilience and acceptance, also 

courage as all begin the struggle of recovery. In 

hindsight, people will reflect, but presently will find 

joy in being able to live without fear, being able to 

renew friendships in a culture where people and 

relationships are primary in living. For our many 

friends in Wan Pot, Brothers and ERI around the 

world, we continue to be grateful to you all. 

 

VOCATION CORNER 
Br. Joseph M. Turay 

 

As the Ebola virus is gradually subsiding in the 

countries affected within our District, the work of 

vocation promotion is about to commence. I want to 

thank in a special way all the local vocation 

promoters in the different communities within the 

district, for your effort in contacting candidates who 

have expressed interest to join our congregation 

before the outbreak of Ebola. Your efforts are highly 

appreciated. 

 Despite the Ebola epidemic which severely hit our 

countries and areas where we have communities, 

you still risk your lives in promoting the charism of 

our Congregation in your local areas. I am pleased to 

inform you and our readers thank God that our 

candidates are in good health and that they were 

not infected by the virus at all. With this good news 

therefore, there is hope that vocation work will start 

as soon as possible. I thank you all for your support 

and prayers. 

 

Pope Francis on Community 
 
ñThere are fearful communities that always go on 
the safe side: óNo, no, we arenôt doing thisé No, 
no, this canôt be done, this canôt be done.ô It 
seems they have written on the gateway: 
óForbidden.ô Everything is forbidden because of 
fear. And you enter into this community and the 
air is stale, because it is a sick community. Fear 
makes a community sick. The lack of courage 
makes a community sick.òé 
 
 
The other word of the liturgy is ñjoy.ò ñNo one can 
take away your joyò Jesus tells us. ñin the 
saddest moments, in moments of sorrowò joy 
ñbrings peace.ò Instead ña happy event, in a 
moment of sorrow becomes obscure, becomes 
dark. A Christian without joy is not Christian. A 
Christian who continually lives in sadness is not 
Christian. And a Christian who, in the moment of 
trial, of illness, of so many difficulties, loses 
peace something is lacking in him.ò 
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TST BULLETIN # 8 EXCERPTS 
May 8 , 2015 

 
THE SITES OF FIRST CLUSTER 
 
In the light of the search teamôs findings on possible 
sites for the cluster of communities the TST has come 
to the decision that the following places will be the 
locations for the first cluster: Mongu (hub 
community), Luampa, Limulunga, Muoyo and 
Senanga.  
 
In July, Declan, Donal and Ruvan will visit these 
locations to identify rented accommodation, and begin 
preparing the rented houses for the new communities. 
They will also seek to identify the land where the 
permanent houses will be built. 
 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE BROTHERS 
 
Declan, Francis & Sunil in Lusaka have had many 
significant conversations with the Brothers in Zambia 
about the new communities. The South Central 
District has bravely opened itself to hosting the first 
Cluster of new communities in the Congregation. A 
significant number of Brothers from the District have 
volunteered. This is presenting great challenges and 
blessings TST and the South Central DLT are working 
in partnership to create a spirit of openness among 
the Brothers, and engagement with the new direction 
for the District and Congregation. TST members 
facilitated an OWITF workshop at the ñunder 40s 
Brothersò weekend. There were many searching 
questions about ministry in the new communities, 
study opportunities, future governance structures and 
the process of choosing the Western Province. TST is 
most grateful to the Brothers who participated for their 
honesty. 
 
The process of discernment continues for those 
brothers who have indicated their desire to become 
members of the first cluster. Each Brother is being 
dialogued, and is engaging in further reflection, prayer 
and spiritual direction as they confirm their openness 
to be invited to the Orientation Pro-gram.  
 
David, Francis and Sunil will visit the various 
immersion sites in July and the TST will, itself, have 
an immersion experience in August in order to 
experience what such an immersion will be like for the 
participants of the Orientation Program. 
  
We sign off with our link to the OWITF Facebook 
group where you will see regular updates about our 
work and resources for reflection. 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/ 
groups/680213242089884/ 

 

CLT BULLETIN # 9 EXCERPTS 
MAY 21, 2015 

Congregation Leadership Group 

From June 1-8 in Rome we will be hosting the 

members of the Congregation Leadership Group, 

which we have expanded to include the deputy 

Province and Region Leaders as well as the Leaders. 

This year we have also invited two members of the 

TST and Dean McGlaughlin as Executive Director of 

Resources and Planning/Congregation Bursar. 

Our theme this year is Leadership on Shifting Ground. 

Being supportive to each other and coming to a 

shared understanding of how best we can advance 

the Calls of the Nairobi Chapter and Our Way into the 

Future will be central to this meeting. 

Transition Support Group 

From June 15 -19 we will meet with all members of 

the TST in Rome. At this stage we are encouraged by 

the likelihood of at least 20 Brothers embarking on the 

Orientation Programme in the latter part of this year in 

anticipation of the setting up of five new communities 

in Western Zambia in 2016. 

Formation Reviews 

As an indication of how Our Way into the Future is 

seen to call us to be Brothers in a new way, both the 

Africa and Indian Provinces are currently conducting 

reviews of their formation programmes. Our current 

plan is to follow up this review with a congregation-

wide review of all formation in 2016.  

Finally, we continue to encourage everyone to take 

advantage of the oportunities given by the Year of 

Consecrated Life. As we consider the life of 

Archbishop Oscar Romero, soon to be beatified, we 

would de well to refelct on Pope Francisô reply to the 

question: What is the priority of Consecrated Life?  

The Popeôs response was: Prophecy of the 

kingdom, which is a non-negotiable. The 

emphasis should fall on being prophets, and not 

in playing at being prophet.  

 Each of us might ask: In what ways as I embrace 

Our Way into the Future, am I being a prophet for 

the Kingdom?  

Blessings, 

Hugh, John, Julian, Peter and Richard 

https://www.facebook.com/
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Br. Patrick Nuanah, C.F.C., B.Sc 
Graduated from Iona College, N.Y. on May 16th   

At Madison Square Garden in Manhatten 
 

Br. Paul Mendy 

 

The Iona College Community witnessed its 75th 

annual graduation ceremony in awarding degrees to 

the class of 2015 on Saturday, May 16th at Madison 

Square Garden in Manhattan.  Brother Patrick 

Nuanah from Ghana, West Africa, was part of the 

graduating class of 2015. 

The graduation was spectacular and colorful.  

Thousands of parents and family members were in 

attendance in support of their children, beginning 

with the Baccalaureate Mass held at the Hynes 

Athletic Centre on Iona Campus on Friday, May 15th, 

with the members of Ionaôs 50th Jubilee Reunion 

Class of 1965 joining in the Processional with the 

graduates and Iona faculty members. The celebrant, 

Rev. Frank Dixon, (O. Carm.) and Chaplain to Iona, 

gave a lively homily using the Christian Brothersô 

slogan of Presence, Compassion & Liberation to 

highlight the key values embodied in Ionaôs approach 

to life and education that they all now have  

experienced in so many ways and will carry with 

them wherever they go. 

The Graduation Ceremony itself took place on 

Saturday, May 16th at Madison Square Garden in 

Manhattan.  The Iona Bagpipe and Drum Band was 

there in full regalia to usher in the eight hundred or so 

graduates from the schools of Arts, Science and 

Business. Dr. Joseph E. Nyre, the first Lay-President 

of Iona College, presented the graduates with their 

diplomas and warmly addressed the graduates, 

encouraging them ñto go for itò and carry the spirit 

of Iona proudly into their lives and work in the years 

that lie ahead of them. They will always be welcome 

at Iona, he told them.  

Br. Patrick graduated with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree majoring in Environmental Studies. Patrick 

had earlier presented an impressive research project 

on the value of water in the environment, focusing on 

his native Ghana, where he had thoroughly 

researched the lived Ghanaian water situation during 

his home visit last summer.  

The Iona College Community thoroughly supported 

Br. Patrick during his time there and during his 

graduation. We also want to thank Br. John Holden 

for taking the time to come from Toronto in order to 

attend the graduation of Nuanah.  Br. John was very 

supportive and he spent two whole days with us for 

the Baccalaureate Mass at Iona and for the ceremony 

in Madison Square Garden, and joined our 

community for the celebration and dinner that 

evening. Br. John again manifested what it means to 

be a brother to others. Special thanks to Br. John for 

being with us.    

(Left to Right): Bros. Paul Mendy, John Holden, and 

Patrick Nuanah prepare to enter Madison Square 

Garden for the Iona  Graduation Ceremony. 

Another very special guest of Nuanah that day was 

Mamma Theresa, wife of the Cameroonian 

Ambassador to New York, who brought Nuanah a 

beautiful bouquet of flowers and a large graduation 

cake to honour the occasion.  Mamma Theresa, who 

resides with her husband in New Rochelle, was also 

helpful in bringing us back to Iona after the 

ceremony.   

Nuanah would also like to express his sincere 

gratitude to Iona and to the Iona College Community 

for making this day possible through the Brother 

Arthur Austin Loftus Scholarship and for the 

Brothersô wonderful hospitality and support of him 

during his studies. A special thank you to Br. Bob 

Novak who has been so helpful in so many ways not 

to mention the West African DLT for making this 

opportunity possible. 

On behalf of the Brothers of the District, we 

congratulate Nuanah on this fine achievement and 

important milestone.  You have done us all proud!   
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The Ebola outreach effort by Brothers in West 
Africa has been made possible through the 
generous donations of many.  
 
Our Mission Office received donations and funds 
from EDMUND DEVELPMENT in Dublin, MISEAN 
CARA and UNISEF, reflected in the following 
article by Br. Augustine Kamara. 
 
 Our District Leadership Office also received 
donations from CANADIAN FORMER CHRISTIAN 
BROTHERS AND OTHERS, organized by MR. JIM 
WRIGHT of Vancouver, who set up a Blog on the 
internet to keep donors informed, an excerpt of 
which is highlighted in the second item to follow 
here.   

 

MAKE IT HAPPEN FOR OUR EBOLA SURVIVORS 
by Br. Augustine Kamara 

 

òOur lives begin to end the day we are 

silent about the things that matteró 

 

 

This is a global theme 

that was used this 

year during the 

commemoration of 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 

Locally, Ebola 

survivors were added 

to the global theme 

άaŀƪŜ ƛǘ IŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 

and  

attractive especially for women and children that 

have survived this deadly and dreadful disease. For 

me the theme was apt and fitting as it clearly 

depicted our situation as we are still battling with 

the Ebola scourge.  Government, local and 

international actors are all doing their best to see to 

it that we reach a zero case and at the same time 

maintain the dignity of our survivors in a more 

unique way. 

The Christian Brothers have been a major actor in 

the fight since the Ebola outbreak in our beloved 

country and still continue to be up front in the fight. 

The Christian Brothers Projects in West Africa 

through the dynamic leadership of the Province 

Mission Officer, Br. Pious Conteh and team, and 

support from our local and international partners 

have made it possible for us to respond creatively 

and timely to the needs of our Ebola survivors across 

the entire country. This was in the way of providing 

food and non-food items, psychosocial support and 

counseling, and ensuring the immediate return of all 

the Ebola survivor children to school. 

Presenting the school materials to  Ebola survivors, 

one of the children, quickly thanked the Christian 

Brothers for their continued support and most 

especially in constantly restoring their dignity 

through the pursuance of education: ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

better than silver and gold,έ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘƻǊǘed. άAnd 

with such a help it will go a long way to enhance 

my dignity and restored my hope. I know, I have 

lost my mother and father, but certainly I have not 

lost people like you that are caring, loving and 

ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΦέ She went on to explainedΦ  ά²ƛǘƘ 

your presence and continued support my hope and 

that of my sister and all the other children whose 

situation is very similar, is ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƭƛŦǘŜŘΦέ 

Such a powerful and inspiring statement caught my 

attention and still evokes wonder. The Ebola scourge 

has done its best. It has ravaged the very existence 

of our being. It has not only claimed lives, but it has 

gone ahead to inflict and impose unbearable pain in 

the hearts of many, and most especially on children. 

Where have they gone wrong that they should have 

to suffer so heavily?  Now the majority of these 

children are left to fend for themselves. Most of 

them are loitering in the 

streets of Bo doing 

nothing. The pain of lost 

is on their faces and is 

grievously haunting 

them each step they 

take. 

We as a unit working at 

the Christian BrothersΩ 

Project here and spear 

 Br. Pious Conteh and Br. 

Augustine Kamara 

distribute  provisions.  
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heading UNICEF programs here in Bo, cover the 

entire fifteen chiefdoms in the district. We have 

really braced ourselves to see to it that we provide 

an alternative way of living for both infected and 

affected children.  We have registered over a 

thousand affected Ebola children in the entire 

district and arranging planning meetings with them. 

At the same time provide necessary psychosocial 

support. We try to implant in them the seed of 

courage and hope, that all is not lost and that they 

have the potential to be great individuals despite the 

hard times they are going through at present.  We 

want to make it happen for them by acting as 

parents, friends, and caregivers. Though the task is 

huge we are steadily getting there. 

To echo Pope Francis: άŀ ǇƻƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊέ 

and άa church which is bruised, hurting and dirty 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎέ. Pope Francis 

has called consecrated women and men to be 

people who άŀǿŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ The fundamental 

question I must ask myself now is, what is a possible 

way I can awaken the world?  What contribution can 

I make as one individual to make it a reality, 

especially for the Ebola infected and affected 

children surrounding me? 

I am encouraged too by Edmund our founder and his 

vision: άWere we to know the value of going from 

one street corner to the next to serve our neighbour 

for the love of God, we should value it more than 

ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘέΦ  The mystery we call God is 

certainly drawing us now toward such a challenging 

but fulfilling ministry, i.e. making it happen for our 

brothers and sisters who are infected and affected 

with the deadly virus called EBOLA.  

Let Jesus live in our hearts, forever. 

WEST AFRICA EBOLA RESPONSE BLOG 
Thank You to Jim Wright & Donors 

The Brothers of the West African District use this 

occasion to extend a hearty óThank Youô to Mr. Jim 

Wright of Vancouver and to the generous donors of the 

West African Response Effort, which has enabled 

Brothers communities to reach out to so many students 

and families in our local areas the wake of the Ebola  

 

 

 

scourge.  It all began 

when two former 

Christian Brothers, 

Frank Pomar from 

New York and Jim Wright from Vancouver, sent 

generous donations to Hamilton community before 

Chri stmas to assist quarantined families in the 

Hamilton-Waterloo areas. 

It was Jim Wrightôs idea to extend this effort  to our 

other Brothersô communities by inviting  former 

Christian Brothers in Canada to donate to this effort.  

The idea received support from our DLT who asked 

that Br. Andrew Turay and Br. John Holden coordinate 

and monitor these efforts. Jim established a Blog to 

keep donors and Brothers updated on the progress 

being made. To date seven communities have been part 

of this noble effort. These include Hamilton, Yengema, 

Blama, Njala, Gbarnga, Calaba Town communities, 

along with our three Edmundians, Moses Koroma, Alex 

Bangura and Jeremiah Kargbo from Makeni. ñThank 

Youô to Jim and to the many donors who made this 

effort possible. Previous editions highlighted Blog 

entries for Hamilton, Yengema, Njala and Makeni while 

this edition highlights Gbarnga community. Next 

edition will highlight the efforts of the last two 

communities, Blama and Calaba Town. 

MOST RECENT EXCERPT FROM THE BLOG : 

Some time ago, associates of the Christian Brothers 

ð mainly former Brothers ð were invited to take 

part in Ebola Response, supporting the Brothers in 

West Africa.  

This was in cooperation with Br. John Holden 

(Canadian in Sierra Leone), along with the Brothers' 

leadership team for West Africa and then with 

communities of Brothers and Edmundians in Sierra 

Leone and Liberia. Besides providing moral support, 

the associates and others who showed up to join in 

have donated a total of C$11,500, which far exceeds 

the expectations. The Brothers in Canada went from 

being helpful to also contributing C$2,000 of that. 

 Then, prompted by Br. Mike Connolly ('62), 

associate groups in southwest Florida pitched in with 

US$2,000, and there have been other large American 

donations along with all the Canadian ones. 

To the Brothers, we say what we've kept telling 

ourselves: Keep at it. It's worth it. 

 Mr. Jim Wright of 

Vancouver helped organize 

the effective Ebola 

Response Effort among 

seven West African 

Brothers communities. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TLT87GY
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Help and respect in Gbarnga, Liberia 

West Africa Ebola Response donations enabled the Brothers at 
{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ DōŀǊƴƎŀΣ [ƛōŜǊƛŀΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ 
the Ebola scourge with practical assistance along with 
encouragement, as Br. Prince Bai Tarawalie (the Brothers' 
community leader) and students illustrate. 

Bendu Howardôs story below and the previous 

Articles 23 and 17 have shared insights about 

Gbarnga and the focus on the St. Martinôs students 

most affected by Ebola. Br. Cyril Dauda, our 

community contact in the Ebola Response, has 

explained in even more depth. For instance, he wrote 

this about students orphaned by Ebola: 

Most of the orphans now reside with extended 
family members who also have other dependents to 
care for or with adopted parents. Sometimes the 
guardians have trouble providing the level of care 
and concern that are needed with the emotionally 
fragile children and adolescents.   

Traditionally, the people here had little or no 
difficulties living in extended families. Taking in the 
children of relations when need be was something 
that African families looked forward to and warmly 
celebrated, but the advent of the catastrophic 
disease has changed that. It has compounded the 
plight of these unfortunate children who lost their 
parents in the Ebola battle.  

Stress, trauma, stigma, lack of medical health care 
and the daily search for food are harming our 
young generation. Stigmatization and 
discrimination of survivors and orphans, often by 
other students, have proved to be serious problems. 

Besides helping set a clear expectation that all the 

teachers and students follow informed practices 

to avoid Ebola, the Brothers have promoted 

respect for the Ebola survivors/orphans and 

shown it in their actions. Assisting the nineteen 

students in that situation has met basic needs for 

tuition, textbooks, supplies and more, with 

emotional help along with it. The empowering 

assistance by the Brothers, with North American 

donors as partners in the background, is a matter 

of doing what they believe in. At the same time, it 

models an attitude for the school community. 

  Bendu's Story from Liber ia 

In the photo, Bendu 

Howard holds her 

certificate from the 

Bong County Ebola 

Treatment Centre. It 

had the effect of 

discharging her from 

the treatment centre as 

healthy, free of Ebola. 

The Christian Brothers 
in Gbarnga, Liberia 
have passed along 
ά.ŜƴŘǳΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅΦέ Lǘ 
recounts the 
experiences of Bendu 

Howard, 14, a 7th Grade student at St. Martin's 
School. Bendu says, άL ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘΦέ It also shows the value of 
our Ebola Response donations, which communities 
of Brothers and Edmundians in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia have stewarded for our ultimate partners, 
people like Bendu. 

.ǊΦ WƻƘƴ IƻƭŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ά¢hw/I 

[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ DǊƻǳǇέ ƻƴ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ Jericho House in the 

Niagara region of Ontario, where he is serving while 

needing to be in Canada for a few months. John 

writes: "I spoke about the Ebola situation in Sierra 

Leone and Liberia and how the donors have so 

generously enabled the Brothers to reach out to 

Bendu and so many like her in the wake of the Ebola 

scourge." (Re places in the story: Gbarnga, capital of 

Bong County, is 200 km northeast of Monrovia, capital of 

Liberia.) 

.ŜƴŘǳΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ  
Bendu Howard, Gbarnga, Liberia 

I am from a humble and hardworking background. 
In 2011, when I was ten, I lost my father suddenly to 

http://jerichohouse.org/
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high blood pressure. I still lived happily with my 
mother, elder sister, younger sister and last-born 
sister (at Demeta Road in Gbarnga City), even though 
it sometimes meant working for long hours on our 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƳŜŜǘΦ 

One day I had to stay home to prepare food for the 
family while my sisters and mother were on the farm 
working. Unfortunately, my younger sister fell on a 
stub and had a broken bit of the stub stuck in her 
flesh. My mother rushed her to the hospital 
immediately for prompt medical attention while my 
elder sister returned home. This was during the hit 
of the deadly Ebola Viral Disease outbreak in Liberia. 
After a desperate search for the doctor at the 
hospital, my sister eventually received medical 
attention. 

On the whole, that was the genesis of what seems 
like a tsunami in our family. After spending two 
nights at the Phebe hospital, my mother and 
younger sister returned home. Three days later, we 
heard that the doctor and six nurses had been 
diagnosed with having the Ebola virus. Our mother 
and sister started showing signs, but we had no clue 
of what was happening to them and continued to 
care for them in love. As the days passed by, our 
mother grew weaker and weaker. One evening she 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΦ aȅ ŜƭŘŜǊ 
sister and I had to help her up and walked her into 
her bedroom. 

Very early the following morning, we woke to the 
blaring of two ambulances in front of our house. The 
neighbours had informed the appropriate authorities 
of the strange happenings in our home. We were 
bundled into the ambulances with the suffocating 
smell of chorine and all the windows closed. This 
made breathing difficult for me but worse for my 
mother. The two ambulances drove non-stop to 
Monrovia. We were immediately admitted at the 
Monrovia Ebola Treatment Centre. 

At the treatment centre, I was in a ward with five 
other girls of my age. Being strong enough to move 
around, I helped weak and very sick inmates and 
would sometimes go to the pediatric ward where I 
would offer my help by caring for the children. I 
frequently made checks on my mother and siblings, 
who were staying in different wards. My mother and 
younger sister were very sick by then. 

One afternoon, I went to the ward where my mother 
was staying, and from a distance she saw me and 
beckoned me. I walked straight to her and she 
hugged me and asked me to sing her the song titled 
ά¸ƻǳǊ 5Ŝƭŀȅ ƛǎ bƻǘ ¸ƻǳǊ 5Ŝƴƛŀƭέ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊƛŀΩǎ 
popular gospel singers. All the while when I was 
tearfully singing the song, she was bleeding and 
would not let me go. She breathed her last and gave 
up the ghost in my very hands. 

The nurses alerted the burial team, and in less than 
five minutes they arrived and my ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 
were put into a burial bag and conveyed to the 
mortuary. I was fixated in one position and never 
moved a muscle. From that moment until quite 
recently, I gave up on life. I felt my best friend was 
gone for good and with her went my ambition, 
wishes and aspirations of life. As though that was 
not enough psychological torture for a fourteen-
year-old, my younger sister died the following day. 

That day, my mother and sister were cremated as 
I watched from a distance. Four members of the 
burial team, all fully dressed in Personal Protective 
Equipment, carried out the operation, and the area 
was sprayed with 0.5 percent concentrated chorine 
water, resulting in breathing difficulties. I could not 
even bid my beloveds valediction, but I had to be 
there to see what was happening, as I was convinced 
that one day I would tell my story to the world. 

A friendly nurse 
suggested to the six girls 
in the ward that we 
could move to the Bong 
County Ebola Treatment 
Centre that had just been 
established with better 
facilities for medical 
attention. The following 

morning, very early, the six of us quietly got into an 
ambulance after we each received sixty U.S. dollars 
from this charitable nurse. My elder sister, who was 
still there, had no idea of my whereabouts. 

We arrived safely at the Bong treatment centre and 

were immediately admitted. We received good care 

there, but unfortunately the five other girls did not 

survive the virus. One after the other they 

disappeared forever. I stayed for a full month and 

was certified and discharged as free of Ebola. 
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Gracefully on my return home, I found my elder 

sister who had been discharged a day before. 

The one thing that swept me off my emotional 
balance absolutely was the death of my elder sister 
two days after she was certified and discharged. Till 
this day I keep asking where is God in my situation. 

There was one more person I hoped to be reunited 
with τ the last born in our family, six years of age. 
She and I are the only two remaining now in my 
whole family. I look after her and all her needs as 
much as I do for myself. 

Back in my community I have suffered marginalization, 

discrimination and stigmatization. When I walk 

around the community, people waste chlorinated 

water behind me, alleging that I still carry the virus 

aƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎƛƴŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ 

footprints as I walk past. Community people will not 

let me into their homes or allow me to play with 

their children. To say the least, most people in my 

community have not accepted me as a survivor, and 

rather they still see me as a carrier of the virus. 

In school, the Christian Brothers recently organized a 
workshop on Non-Discrimination and Stigmatization. 
They also assisted with the payment of our tuition 
fees and the provision of textbooks, exercise books, 
pens and other items to help our learning process. 
This has helped my fellow survivors and orphans. 
One of the Christian Brothers, Br. Cyril, suggested 
that we form a support group, as that will help us to 
overcome the painful experiences and move on 
bravely into the future that has tremendous 
potential in store for us. 

I have told this story of my life because I want the 
world to know how agonizing that experience was 
and the devastating ramifications it has left behind 
ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛfe and the lives of 
so many youngsters in the Mano River Union Basin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
& HAPPENINGS 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 
 

SENAN KERRIGAN FORMATION CENTRE- BO 
By Br. Joseph Turay 

 
We send warm greeting from Senan Kerrigan 

Formation Centre in Bo.  As you are aware, there are 

no postulants this year because of the Ebola crisis in 

the country. Nevertheless the team is still in touch 

with possible candidate for Come and See 

programme sometime this year. Hopefully the 

Postulancy will kick-off come January 2015. 

We are also grateful to the District Leadership Team 

for their support in helping us rehabilitate the 

electrical installation of the property.  

Br. Victor Alpha in the absence of the programme 

was recommended by DLT to be part of the 

Formation Review Team in the Province. Victor for 

the last three months engaged brothers in different 

cluster meeting for an open forum sharing on their 

experiences in Formation.  Br. Victor had four cluster 

meetings within the District as follows: 

Senan Kerrigan Formation House (Bo) 

Gbarnga Community (Liberia) 

Hamilton Community (Freetown) 

Choggu Community (Tamale Ghana) 

 Thanks and appreciation to all brothers of the West 

African District for their participation and wonderful 

contribution towards the reviews.  

 
 
 
      

 

 

 

òIt is only when we stand up, with all our failings and sufferings, and 

try to support others rather than withdraw into ourselves, that we 

can fully live the life of community.ó   Jean Vanier, Founder of LõArche   
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BLAMA COMMUNITY 
Ebola Recovery Appeal Activity 

Br. Joseph Gomeh 

 
 

 

 

All the schools 

are now in top 

gear here in 

Blama and the 

fear of Ebola is 

gradually fading. 

Last month, the 

Edmund Rice 

Community was 

fully engaged in 

supporting youth 

and parents  who 

were affected by 

the Ebola virus in 

Blama & nearby 

Ngelehun Village  

The Edmund Rice 

Community 

received funds 

from D.L.T to 

help support children and parents who were 

affected by the Ebola disease. The funds were used 

to buy school materials for children and food items 

for widows and blind men. The community alongside 

the head of Ebola Task Force Small Bo Chiefdom, Mr. 

Ibrahim Worie took part in the distribution exercise. 

The community targeted homes that were 

quarantined during the fight against Ebola. This was 

our own little way of responding to the signs of the 

time.  The beneficiaries appreciated the kind gesture 

from the Brothers.  Special gratitude goes to Br. John 

Holden and his friends and to Br. Andrew Turay of 

the DLT for including our community in the Ebola 

support program. 

 

CALABA TOWN COMMUNITY 
ST.AMBROSE ACADEMY 

Br. Cornelius Pengnyin 

 
The long awaited feast day of Blessed Edmund 
Ignatius Rice (Founder of the Congregation of 
Christian Brothers and the Presentation Brothers) 
finally came on the 5th May 2015 for students and 
teachers of the St. Ambrose academy in Freetown to 
celebrate. As several events were lined up for the 
students of St. Ambrose academy to carry out, 
almost all the students of the academy went to 
school to catch glimpse of every event that was 
planned.  The aim was to collectively celebrate and 
commemorate with the Congregation of Christian 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ 
 
The list of events on this special feast day, May 5th 
included the following: football and volley ball 
games competition, debate and quiz competition 
and a power point presentation on the history of the 
Congregation of Christian Brothers as well as the life 
story of Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice-the Founder. 
However, due to Ebola threat and the lay down 
policies in the country concerning the Ebola 
epidemic as well as the inadequate facilities in the 
school, we were not able to carry out all the under 
listed events on that day.  Nevertheless, we were 
very well organized to carry out the quiz competition 
and the power point presentation on the life and 
history of the Congregation of Christian Brothers. 
With kind efforts of Br. Leo (vice principal) of the 
academy, we were fortunate the get a projector for 
the power point show about this great teacher, 
comforter, and leader in the life of the Christian 
Brothers. During the power point show, Br. Leo 
accompanied it with further explanation on every 
image, language used about Blessed Edmund Rice 
for better comprehension of the pupils. This 
program attracted outsiders including food sellers, 
and even bye-passers that came around to listen and 
understand the life of Blessed Edmund Rice. 
 
Shortly after the presentation, some of the teachers 
shockingly expressed their sentiments about the 
exemplary life Blessed Edmund lived and his 
sacrificial life he exhibited to help the needy. Some 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜΤ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅέΦ aŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
including some teachers were inspired by the 
outstanding life story of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

(TOP PHOTO) Brothers Scott Bock (L) and Melvin 

Lebbie (R) with beneficiaries in Ngelehun Village and 

(BOTTOM PHOTO) Mr. Ibrahim Worie, Blama area 

Ebola Task Force Coordinator, giving school materials 

to Mustapha in Ngelehun village. 
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Following that was the quiz competition among the 
various classes. Academic questions emerged from 
all the ten subjects taught in the school. Three 
competitors from each of the ten classes showed up 
to display their academic excellence and potency. 
Amazingly, each of these classes was anxious to see 
the class that would emerge victorious by the end of 
this academic exercise. Imagine how interesting this 
was among themselves and what a great day it was 
to everyone present! 
 
Congratulations to all the teachers of the academy 
and the hard-working organizers for making this 
program a success. 
 

Please Note:  BLAMA & CALABA TOWN communities and 

their Ebola Response Efforts have been submitted and 

will soon appear on the Blog for donors & Brothers 

communities to see.  The June edition of Wan Pot will 

indeed carry blog excerpts from Blama & Calaba Town 

communityΩǎ Ebola activities for our wider readers. 

HAMILTON COMMUNITY 
Br. Andrew Koroma 

 
We send you warm greetings from Hamilton 

community. In early May our community bid fare 

well to Br Dominic who has been transferred to 

Yengema community. We wish to express our 

sincere thanks and appreciation to Br. Dominic for 

the numerous roles in played during his stay with us. 

We wish him well in his new community. 

BLESSED EDMUND RICE DAY: As a community we 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ 

started with a very creative prayer led by Br. Pious 

Conteh, the oldest member in the congregation in 

the Hamilton community. He challenged each one of 

us to actively and fully engage ourselves in Our Way 

into the Future, the new direction taken by our 

congregation. He says this is what Edmund is calling 

us to now.  

On that very morning we organized a discussion 

forum at the Sengbe -Pieh - Secondary school in 

Hamilton, where we are doing our teaching ministry. 

Each of the brothers was given time to share on, our  

Br. Anthony Bangura addresses student body at Sengbe Pieh 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ŀǎ aǊΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ YŀƳŀǊŀΣ ±ƛŎŜ-

Principal, looks on. 

charism, brief history of our congregation, our 

ministry, community living and our prayer life. The 

students were highly interested in the discussion. 

They asked many questions about our way of life. 

We responded to all their questions. At the end of 

the discussion, the head student thanked the 

brothers for sharing our way of life with them. Our 

community leader, Br Anthony, also, on behalf of the 

brothers thanked the students for their participation 

and attentive listening. We enjoyed the atmosphere 

on that beautiful morning. 

(L-R) Mr. Abraham Kamara, Vice-Principal,  Brs. Andrew Koroma, 

Emmanuel Kpaka, Pious Conteh, Patrick Boima and Anthony 

.ŀƴƎǳǊŀ ŀǘ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ Sengbe Pieh School, 

Hamilton. 

REPAIRS:  Our Hamilton community received funds 

from the DLT for the repairs of our badly damaged 

septic tank. The work has been completed. Our 

septic tank is now in a very good form. We wish to 

express our gratitude to the DLT for generously 

providing the funds. 
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BR. PAUL NOONAN NOVITIATE 
TAMALE, GHANA 

Novices Wallace  A. Briggs & Alysious Y. Sefoi 

 

Warm fraternal greetings from Tamale where we are 
presently enjoying a fair weather as compare to 
previous months which was extremely hot. Late April 
and May has been a very busy and engaging months 
for us. We had the celebration of the Sierra 
Leoneans independent day, the first lunching of the 
process of the Beatification of the servant of God 
Peter Cardinal Peryuku Dery in Tamale and of course 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΦ !ƭǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ 
some amount of sadness among us as we lost two 
members of our community in Alphonce of Kenya 
and Chris of the Philippines who decided to embrace 
another form of life. We wish Alphonce and Chris the 
very best in whatever they chose to do in life. 

 

Sierra Leone Independence Day  
(Wallace A. Briggs) 

 
On 27th April we joined our Brothers from Sierra 
Leone here in remembering the day the nation gain 
its freedom and it was a very colourful event. The 
day began with a prayer ritual which was led by the 
four novices here from Sierra Leone (Luke, Steven, 
Alysious and Emmanuel) including me having spent a 
year in Sierra Leone and also they being my country 
(Liberia) closest neighbour. During the prayer a short 
history of the fight for independence was read and 
the meaning of the Seal was given in full. A special 
prayer was also offer for the people of Sierra Leone 
who lost their lives to the deadly Ebola Virus Disease 
(EVD) and for the speedy eradication of this 
devastating virus from the country and the Sub-
region as a whole. The prayer concluded with the 
national anthem of the country. 

As plan by the Sierra Leoneans, the afternoon was 
free and each Sierra Leonean took with him two or 
more novices during that free time. All novices 
returned by 4:00pm and a volleyball game was 
played to continue the fun. At evening, we had our 
usual evening prayer and later moved to the dinning 
room for supper where there were varieties of Sierra 
Leonean dishes prepared by the Sierra Leoneans and 
we continue the celebration up to 10:00pm 

The entire novitiate community after the morning prayer in the 
chapel on Sierra Leone National Day. 

First Lunching of the Beatification Process of the 
Servant of God, Peter Cardinal Peryuku Dery 

(Wallace A. Briggs) 

History is in the making of the life of the Catholic 
Church in Ghana. On 9th May 2015 thousands of 
Catholics and Non-Catholics gathered at the Our 
Lady of Annunciation (OLA) Cathedral in Tamale for 
the first lunching of the process of Beatification of 
the Servant of God Peter, Cardinal Peryuku Dery. The 
late Cardinal was the first Archbishop of the Tamale 
Archdiocese upon its establishment. 

 Also in attendance were the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Ghana, the Archbishop Emeritus of Tamale and the 
current Archbishop, Bishops and Priests from other 
parts of Ghana, Religious Men and Women and 
Representatives from Rome including a Canon 
Lawyer. Since that day was the celebration of the 
feast of Blessed Edmund Rice few novices team-up 
with two of the Formators to be a part of history. 

The Apostolic Nuncio along with Bishops and Priests who 
assembled in Tamale for the occasion. 

As a sign of respect, Archbishop of Tamale, Most 

Rev. Philip Naamah, passes on the mantle to 

Archbishop Jean the Apostolic Nuncio to Ghana to 

serve as the Chief Celebrant of this first lunching 

process in Tamale. Though it was mentioned that 

this process  cost a lot financially with the estimated 


