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WEST AFRICA DISTRICT
NEWS LETTER

0 WAN POTO

EDITORIAL COMMENT

We send all our readersvarm Easter greeting
in Advanceand welcome you to our March
edition of the West Africa District News/an-
Pot, bringing you a wide variety of happenirsg
in the district. As usual, government is
endeavouring to see Ebola a thing of the past.
Indeed thete are signs of light and hope in the
next coming weeks

Hopefully schools will reopen on the 14April
2015 as government and ministry dducation
is putting mechanismin place. The private
West African Senior Secondary Certificate
Examination (WASSCENd the Basic Education
Certificate EKamination (BECE) will commence
onthe 23%and 30" of March respectively.

So enjoy reading the many contributions in
this edition from communities around the
district. They convey a capsulgicture of what
is happening here on the ground.

TENBGEH TOWN COMMUNITY
Br.NoeDlstrict Leader
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Dear Friends,

Greetings to all from Freetown, hoping all are in
good health, something all brothers here can be
grateful for, noreports of sickness thank God. We
are trying to get in our community report tour
Wan Rt editors between movements, as we have
been playing catch up in the district on many
community and district issues as Ebola lessens its
grip on life here. We were ablas team to spend two
days with the Hamilton and Calaba Town
Communities, and thank them for their wonderful
hospitality and for entering so fully into all the
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community processes over the twaay period. All
communities are looking forward to getting bac
into the classroom, back into ministry, the daily
weekly routine of interaction with the entire school
community and the afters. At least it will be a start
and a blessing, if it materialises!! More traveling,
more community visitations, this time outgdas we
travel to Ghana and Liberia. Andrew will be in Ghana
visiting the two communities there, linking up with
our novices and the formation team. Also his old
community and school where the new men have
settled in well and become real participants inet
communityschool ministry. Other Province issues
will also occupy some of his time. Albert and | will
spend a week with the brothers in Liberia. Great
work, miracles being achieved in Gbarnga, not yet
published, very humble brothers there, the most
spifitual community in the whole district, hiding
their light under a bushel!! And this despite having
two most distinguished former wan pot editors in
the community, but no doubt someday all will be
revealed. All this happening in between Ebola Eock
downs, ecaping out and returning before the start
and ending of the Ebola lodowns in Freetown and
Makeni areas. We know that Joseph Bemba, the
finance man from the project office has been there,
reports written, constant interaction with Fiona in
ERD, so someing must be happening, more the
reason for our visitation. It will be a bit nostalgic for
me, like visiting the scene of my crimes before
Charles Taylor ended everything so many years ago
It will be rewarding to see how the new generation
of African Brohers have rebuilt from the ashes of
the past.
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Among other travellers is Victor Alpha, our district
representative on the province formation team,
presently in our community negotiating his way to
Liberia to carry out his province ministry for the
team, haing completed one cluster formation
meeting here in Sierra Leone. We thank Victor for his
work, and the energy and enthusiasm he brings to
this district/province ministry. Yengema community
have finally been visited by Andrew on community
visitation, whileJohn Holden helped do some TST
work with the community. Most of these
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movements are allowed now that Ebola and the
guarantine restrictions are gradually being lifted, so
we are hoping that David Gibson our African TST
representative will soon be able tasit the brothers

in the district. That will be the first full round of
community visitations, and while brothers have
survived the crisis, it has left many community
problems in its wake. These extend from the need
for new generators, new water wells/syshs,
electrical, roofs, one in need of a community house
as they fear for their lives!! So the aftermath of
community visitations leaves plenty of follewp
work. Our final conclusion, if prizes were to be
awarded to communities, Blama and Yengema
would wn hands down, from sheer initiative and
ingenuity in ministry during this period. We might
notice that these two communities are entirely
formed of junior professed brothers, just out from
novitiates.

No report is complete without mention of the sad
moments, first being the sudden death of Bro. Paul
in Zambia which will have impacted on all the
brothers in the SCD and also on his novitiate group in
various districts. We are aware of the full flow of
sympathies being carried among the brothers across
the cogr egati on to
and brothers. Nearer to home we had the death of
Emmanuel s mot her, whi |l e
the novitiate in Tamale. So it was with our Bro.
Prince is Liberia when his father passed away
recently, being absd from family and friends makes
these losses all the more poignant. We can thank
Albert, Andrew, Milton and the brothers in both
communities for supporting our two men during
these days of grief. Such is life for the hundreds of
sons and daughters acroske world as they lose
relatives and family during these times at home.

Meanwhile in the TT compound, leadership and
project office continue to collaborate on issues of
power, internet and electrical appliances generally
during this time of the dry seasorthe generator

season, ensuring there will be no buont or

overloading of electrical appliances. New furnishings
for the bedrooms in the new building are being
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made and fitted by our local carpenter on a regular %
basis. Our community road construction naayers,
Andrew and Albert are working closely with the local
youths in mending Nelson Lane, our perennial
community occupation lest we wreck all district
vehicles. There seems to be no m@rt or exit
strategies with this Lane, but now that the project
office workers are plying the route daily, perhaps
they, with their expertise, will find some donor
funding!! The mairstays of the whole operation,
Rosa, Esther and Vandi, successor to Walker, RI
look after us all, including all stragglers and strangers
from upline and lowline besieging DLT with their
neverending requests, but never a bequest, not
even a bag of cement to build the road!! Luckily the
dogs have agreed to sacrifice their freedom during
the daytime hours.

> -
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We continue to be grateful to all ¢ufriends for
moral and financial support, hoping your efforts will
be rewarded in the times ahead as we look to the
light of a new resurrection for the people. In that
light we wish you all a Very Blessed Easter.

NJp W2Ky | 2f RSyQa

from the district.

Dear Brothers,

Emmanuel hi mself i's in
As John is leaving us for some months to comply
with  Canadian  Province Health Insurance

regulations, where he has to spend some 5 months
or so in Canada, DLT think it best to make this
announcement to all brothers in oMVAD. John has
decided in dialogue with DLT that it is best if he
fulfils these stipulations sooner rather than later,
and has decided to leave for his home province,
Canada on Aprilsl

This notice is to allow all brothers involved to make
necessary adjstments in their PGP, especially in the

twin areas of spiritual direction and accompaniment.

John will be back with us sometime in August. John
also has plans to join in the new TST orientation
sessions in Zambia sometime after that, probably
early Septerber when this TST process starts.
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We would not like at this stage to look beyond that,
the future wild.l be in

firstly is to wish John very well, thank him for his
herculeanefforts, indominatible commitment to the
district and ever present example to us all. We pray
that all the health issues will be fully resolved in line
with Canadian policies, and that he will travel well
wherever God leads him in the future.

John has l¢fa huge legacy of work to be continued
by whoever takes over his district ministry, but we

are confident a good PGP team is in place. For now,
while John is still among us, those of us needing to

make adjustments to the spiritual domain, or to
finalize aiything, time is running out. That is why
DLT are rushing off this communiqué just minutes
after meeting with John himself.

We all join in brotherhood in wishing John the best
wherever his road takes him, while always looking
forward to his return in latAugust.

Fraternally,
Noel, Albert and Andrew

NOTE: John will spend the first three of his five months in
Canada in Toronto area, where he will join the staff of our
Ecological Retreat & Conference Centre in Wainfleet,
Ontario, operated by our ChristiaBrothers & Felician
Sisters, and help out with programs offered there, after
which he willdl visit his
for home visit, for which he was due in any event th
summer. He returns to Sierra Leone on August 29.

S

TST INVITATIONO JOIN NEW
COMMUNITIES

G{LISOAFAOIfEE&sE 4SS | NB
becoming a member of the first Cluster of ne
communities which will be located in Zambia. The
Orientation will take place in Zambia later this year
and the new communities will beip and running by
GKA& GAYS ySEG &SI Nwé
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aThe Frontline Communitiesc the new
communities inserted at the marging will

CompriseBrothers who have a passion for working
with people made poor. Brothers in thd-rontline
Communitieswill need to have somefacility for
learning the local language, be willing to live close

Jo
period of TST orientation in Zambia. All we can do

to people made poor, and be open to learning ne

skills for community engagement. They also neg¢

to be prepared to be detached from their own
culture if they are to live outside their coumy of
2NRAIAY F2NI I O2yaiRSNI

GC¢CKS | dzo /- fv&a¥ainyitd yioudto
consider whether your gifts are better suited tq
membership of a Hub Community The Hub
Community will provide administrative and
financial support, spiritual direction and
supervision for Brothers in the fourFrontline
Communities Brothers with experience and
relevant skills will, therefore, be required for
membership of theHub Communityb &
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Are You Called to be Brother to the World?

WAKE UP THE WORLD !

2015 Year of Consecrated Life

ata 6S Ftft 1y263 &2 \O8r
Way into the Futureby stepping forward into the
new communities to be set up by the Transitig
Support Team. Others will find new ways ¢
working in their own locations and of forming

communities of love, jg, compassion and
AYyUiAYLlE Oé ¢
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active and enthusiastic younger men, to be pioneg

of the living our Brotherhood with vibrancy in the

new communities to be established, first in Zamb
YR GKSy StaSgKSNB® a

Hugh, John, Julian, Peter and Richard
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Br. Paul Kalulunda

Rest in Peace
By Br. Dominic Konkoro Kargho

4 i
NOVITIATE FRIENDS:) (Late Br. Paul Kakulunda from Zambia
and Br. Dominic Konkoro Kargbo from Sierra Leone

Oh God! Why Paul? Why so soon? Why this time?
These were the questions that | have kept asking our
Creator God since | got the shocking news of the
demise of my dearest brother, colleague and friend,

late Br. PauKakulunda

As | reflect on the affeathate life | shared with Paul
during our novitiate time in Tamale, Ghana, words
are inadequate to express the friendship, gifts and
talents of my late brother. He was a peateker,
top football player, our goal scorer, the best pool

player etc. He wathe youngest of our group but
yet he was so0o mature al
things. He was one of the first to adapt to the

Dagbani Culture of Tamale, Ghana and was very
committed to ministry, especially to his role of
catechist in our parish.

When Martin Sellu Fofanah returned home from

novitiate to Sierra Leone, Paul became my bosom
friend. We trusted each other so much. Paul was
such a source of comfort to me each time | was in
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despair or struggling with something. He would tap
meonmybackath say to me: *“ Ma
moving on."” Or he woul d [sa
t hat has a beginning has n
there when you needed him and so helpful, which

was a great healing experience for me. Paul used to
cal |l me” “Ksamamre day at t
a story about a man back home named Kamara, so
Paul always called me by that name thereafter.

HH R K

When our novitiate program came to an end, Paul
was so much worried when it was time for me to
come back to Sierra Leonmecause of the deadly
Ebola virus in the country. Paul would listen to the
BBC News and shared with me about Ebola updates
for Salone. When | finally came home to Sierra
Leone, every week S
Paul would call me to
see if | was keeping
safe from the deadly
disease, using
i nt erMessénbes B
program. | deeply |75
appreciated that
brotherly interest he
showed me when he
was alive.

Paul, you are gone but your memory still rings in my
heart and will always be there. Your friendship,
calmness and sense of humor drard to forget. |

love you but the God of All Being loves you the most.
Rest in peace Bro till we meet again!! Bye, Bye, my
brother!

KAMARA (Dominic Konkoro Kargbo)

(¢']

Br. Paul, who professed hissdivows in Tamale in Novembe
2014, took seriously ill on Wednesday, March 11 and w
brought to hospital in Kasama, Zambia where he passed away|
Friday, March 13 at age 22. A Mass in Kasama with

Archbishop of Kasama as celebrant was held on March @&

March 16 the body was transported to Lusaka for wake keepin
with all traveling to Lukulu on March 17 for funeral Mass o
al NOK wmy +F&G {do al NAIQ& t!
Mission Cemetery. Our thoughts & prayers are very much wi
t | dzf Qly and duiyBrothers in Zambia at this very difficu
time.
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Yengema, and Njala Mokonde. Since then two
further communities have been included as a result
of more recent donations that have since arrived,
namely Blama ah Gbarnga, Liberia communities. In
Makeni we were happy to meet with Moses Koroma,
Jeremiah Kargbo and Alex Bangura, three former
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has exceeded beyond any eqtation we might
have had and has now reached slightly over $ 10,000
Canadian dollars.

1,1 | CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CONTINUE EFFO cfors there, who along with Emmanuel Brima and. % ;
THE EBOLA STRUGGLE AND ITS AFTERI Nathaniel Beah, have formed el own little group
and are preactively helping in the effort there.

% Former Christian Brothers and Associates in Canada, %
friends of John Holden, have sent donations to our While quarantined families are becoming less and
District Account for the purpose of assisting Brothers  Iess as time goes on, the fallout of Ebola has severely
communities in West Africa to reach out to families crippled many families affected and who are still
most affected by the Ebola virus. The BrothefsSt. trying to cope with seriousnmet needs.

% Joseph’s Province House in Canada and the Brother%
of Los Hermanos Communitty Bonita Springsand Andrew and John also provided helpful guidelines for
their St. Leo’s Parish pafiingexperamitues of mohey an¥téme:i ce, FI i da
along with some of John's family members, have
also sent donations. f To purchase food

% provisions for [ ! / %
This effort was initiatd by Jim Wright, a former quarantined o
Christian Brother in Vancouver, who was in the families. e L
group ahead of John and had lived with him in T To purchase TRARISTIAX
community both in Antigua W.1. and at Brother Rice shoes, school ie 7
Hi gh School in St . John' s, squ%.le_?,fetg.,uﬁq and. ,

. .. that children most
together with Frank Pomar, a former Gitian in need as a result
Brother from New York, w_ho was in_novitiate vv_ith of the Ebolacrisis
John, sent generous donations to assist the Hamilton can return to
Community just before Christmas to help school when it reopens.
quarantined families in the Hamilton and Waterloo I To better assist people stigmatized because they
areas with food items. The Hamiltocommunity have survived Ebola or been quarantined.
was able to assist 24 families in these areas over 1 Wwith a volunteer social worker or counselor, to
Christmas and New Years. gather people for counseling and support,

empowering them to moveforward and re
Jim Wright later inquired of us if he could contact integrate into the larger community.
other former Canadian Christian Brothers to i\i\]/:ere é”ﬂ:"ﬂ‘:?';vgre Sl'lse” ttr? havlc\a/ takren
contribute t o t he Christian ep@?reptﬁaqrospu.weefm?eﬂ?? S
. . others™in face of the Trisis, to assist them td

here. John brought the idea _to the DLT who saw continue their efforts. _ _
as a way to involve other Brothers’ communities

% \;V:(;) v?/;i”ﬁ'\'/g% t;) hilalz/;TJitmhev\I/Er?or:?tzféir??tgn?:;odrt In the interest of ensuring greater collatation, %
2 blo tog kee de:)nors inform%d of the gBrothers transparency and accountability to whatever
eﬁorts:qin this rg ard. Jim continues to update thi Brothers do, the local headman or the headwoman

N gard. P and/or the designated Ebola Task Force Person for
blog with information and photos re how other
" . each area are also engaged.
% Brothers communities are assisting in the effort. %
The Christian Brothers express gratitude to Jim
vov;: Marrchwldrfl,(irl?rstAndtLev;/ ;I;]urtr;\]y e}rnd IJ(r):an;)ildnen, Wright in Vancouver for his wk in initiating this
o are working togethe € Implementalo effort to help us meet the unmet needs of people in
and followup to this effort, set out on a whirlwind .
) o o . our local areas and to all those who sent donations.
journey visting groups and communities designated . : . .
; . . ) . The total funds raised, including the amount just
to assist the Ebola effort in their areas: i.e. Makeni, i .
before Christmas for Hami®l t on

FHHH



Br. Paul Noonan Formation Centre, Tama

Ministries at Novitiate
by Wallace Briggs

| bring you all greetings from the hot land of Tamale,
northern Ghana where eighteen novices athe B.
Paul Noonan Formation Centre, are settling into
novitiate life.

The month of March has been a challenging one for
usher e. On Ghana’'s I ndepen
after dedicating our morning prayer to the nation
we receiveda message from Sierra Leone before
lunch informing Emmanuel Allieane of the novices

of West Africa of the death of his motherA few
dayslater on March 13 we received the news from
Zambia about the death of Br. Paul Kakulunda,
alumni of this novitiatef r om | ast year
had beenon his first mission in Kasama. Our
deepest condolencegoto Emmanuelnd his family

in Sierra Leoneand to P a u farhilg and to our
brothers in Zambia.

Wallace Briggs, a
novice who hails e
from Liberia, with
students at Kanvilli
School in Tamale
where he teaches as
part of his novitiate
ministry.

In the midst of this
distressing newsve
started our
ministries at nine differenplaces on March 10,
ranging from schools, hospitals andestt ministries.
Our ministries are a way of engaging with the local
people of Tamaleyhich | feelis an important part of
our engaging witfOur Way into the Future. Aloysius,
Steven, Luke and | are invot/én schel ministry,
while Emmauel is with Aldones, one of our three
Philippine novicesin helping with the preparation
and distribution of food tmeedypeople in the
streets.

Edwin, one of our Kenyan novicesnd | are teaching
at the RC Kanvilli School wére Brothers Paul, Eric
and Samuel from Choggu community are
ministering. | am enjoying this ministryery much
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We continue to send qu briefing from Saint
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and it is a pleasurdor me to work with kids
belowsix years.

EarlyMarch brought me great joy and happiness to
hear of the reopening of mosif not all of the
schools in Liberia and the drastic reduction of
new cases of the Ebola virud. am also aware that
Sierra Leone is still recordirsgfew casessothere is
no need to start celebrating our victory over Ebola
just yet with Sierra Leone ding one of our

G h R GIOSESAEISNROUIS: v ch 6

Also we are aware of the political gtability coming
up in Sierra Leone with the sacking of the vice
president. It isour continual prayer that the Ebola

virus will soon be @ issue of the past in Mama
Liberia and Sierra Leonand that the kids of Sierra

A AT A

CALABATOWN COMMUNITY

Br. Cornelius Pengnyin

Ambrose Corner, where the ChristiarroBers in
Calaba town are engageth full time teaching
ministry. As the deadl¥Ebolacontinues to findits
way to fadeout gradually in the countryeducation
too continues to struggle to find a better grourwh
whichto stand.

As the adage goe$education is a key to national
development". However, the Christianr&hers n
Calaba @wn, as well as thewhole West African
District, say'bravo" to Br. Leo A. Kamara as he takes
over office as vice principal of the St. Ambrose
Academy Junior Secoay School this year, 2015. It
is our fervent hope as staff of the academy that the
Principal, Mr. Emmanuel M. T. Foday together with
the Vice Principal, Br. Leo A. Kamavdl surely give
the Academy a face lift.

Br. Leo Kamara, Vieerincipal, and Mr.Asumana, Senior
Teachertake admission of student for JSS 1 ad
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Recently this month, the academy began the
admission of the first year students (JSS one) for
2015/2016. This took effect on 20th of March 2015,
with an entrance examination conducted fall the
applicants in groups followed by an interview before
issuing acceptance letters to successful candidates.
The administration enthusiastically gathered energy
and passion for effective running of the academy as
they procee@dto put modalities in face.

In the latter part of this monthof March and the
whole of April are assumed to beery busy montk

for all the staff of the Saint Ambrose academy. The
private West African senior secondary certificate
examination (WASSCEand the Basic education
certificate examination (BECHK)ck off soon in the
school, hoping that almost all the teachers in the
school will be playing the role as invigilators.

We also continue to pray for athe candidates
successespecially our own BECE candidates from St
Ambrose, wishing themGod's blessing and a
retentive memory. This is the third batch of the
academy to write the BECE examsince the
conception of the academy in 2010.

We also acknowledge the efts of Br. Paul Luseni
(previousprincipal)and his team or their leadership
and hard work in makingure that the school stands
on solid ground before taking leave of it. We assure
you that, our efforts of watering the seeds you
planted in the sbool will remain high Paul,we tell
you "tenki" in krio andwish you God's blessings as
principal in KanvilliSchool in Tamale.Just as the
school's motto reads" together we build"

To Mr. Emanuel Foday(principal) and Br. Leo
Kamara(vice), we as staff and thedtrict as a whole
assure you ourevey support and prayeras you
humbly take over this heavy mantle in running the
affairs of the academy.

Br. Peter Kabi& Nairobi

Greetingsto all from Tangaza University Collage
Nairobi, Kenya.lt is my pleasure to present you an
article written by one of the students of Institute of
Social Communicationswhich they published in
the University Magazineabout my brother and I. |
invite you to read this interesting story thathe

whole of Tangazafound interesting. Maybe this
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might be a form of Vcation Promotion. Gocbless
all. Peter

(I-r) Br. Richard Kabia, &t. John of God Brother, and Br.
Peter Kabia, a Christian Brother, are blood brothers from
Lunsar, Sierra Leone.

Meet two Catholic relgious brothers
who are blood siblings.

You have probably heard the story of a medical
doctor who had two sons and eventually his two
sons became medical doctors. There is a common
perception that parents have a big influence on their
chil dr en’ e and thee gory ofcBradher
Peter Amara Kabia and his brother, Richard, to a
certain extent, proves this common perception to be
true.

Peter and his younger brother, Richard, are from
Sierra Leone, West Africa. They were born to Mr.
and Mrs.Kabia. Therare six in their family, two girls
and four boys. Their two sisters are the elder siblings
and Peter is the first boy child. He is the third born
and his brother Richard comes immediately after
him along with their other two other brothers.

They all grewup in the same family house, under
one roof with their Mother and Father. Their parents
were very religious. Their Father was a catechist, and
their Mother is still very active in the parish where
they all attend Sunday and week day Mass.

Br. Peter, whos considered the eldest because he
was the first son, did not spend much time home
especially after high school. He was always
interested in Catholic doctrine and religious life, so
he spent most of his time in the Catholic mission
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house. He had a mentofsr. Peter, an OId Italian
Xaverian missionary whom he admired when he was
growing up. Fr. Peter was also the one after whom
Peter was named. Even today Peter recalls how
instrumental, Fr. Peter was in his life. Fr. Peter used
to tell him often that he shold choose whatever will
make him happy in life.

After he became a brother, when Peter was asked
why not a priest, he often replied that it was his
passion and it makes him happy. Even now, Br. Peter
still feels that it was the best decision he made to
join the Christian Brothers.

The “Christian Brothers”
formally known as Brothers of the Christian Schools
of Il rel and” because,
the congregation was teach secondary and primary
schools, care for the gor and needy, act as
communion ministers in the parish etc. all of which
they still do, and more. Seeing all these works as he
was growing up in Sierra Leone, Peter chose the
Congregation. In the Catholic Church, there are
many different congregations ofeligious life in
which one can choose to dedicate their lives to God.

There are other congregations, like the St. John of
God Brothers congregation, to which his brother,
Richard, belongs. Bro. Peter explains that he did not
in any way influence his brber Richard to join the
brotherhood because, as earlier mentioned, he did
not spend most of his time home with Richard and
the entire family. He spent even less time at home
when he joined the Christians Brothers. He explained
that he was not in Sierra Lee at the time when his
brother made his vows in the St. John of God
Brothers.

According to Bro. Richard, he made the decision on
his own to become a religious brother. Bro. Peter
explained that it is just a coincidence that they are
both in Kenya, dointhe same program, in the same
institute in Tangaza University College.

Just by observing the way they relate to each other
in the College, it is evident that they share a close
relationship. They explained that it is because of the
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values and lessons tlielearnt from their parents %
when they were growing up. They explained that
their parents always taught them to be united. %
Because of the great love and concern they saw
between their father and mother, it inspired them as %
siblings to emulate this love antbncern witheach
other. Because, as religious brothers, they do not%
know where they might be sent next by their
superiors, they maintain constant communication %
with each other. %
w

They communicate frequently with their siblings at
home, who are married andusy on with life, to find
out how everyone is doing, to check on their mother,

larfd s@orth. Irie® MdthBrathed G&Paindtlis Higher

respected in the hospital, where she is one of the

oy

back home. They ejgined that everyone is proud of
their mother because of the dedication and hard
work she continues to show in the parish and in the
hospital even in her old age. Their Father passed
away in 2013, and their mother is still strong and
capable of taking ofdrself.

They continued to emphasize that, if it was not for
their parents, they would not be who they are today.
They shared that their parents were very supportive
when they made the decisions to become brothers
and they are still supportive of their vatan
through prayer, guidance and emotional support.

All through their conversation, they emphasized the
importance of good family values and its importance
in every child’”s 1ife.
credit their decision to become brothets a single
source, they continue to thank God for one of the
greatest blessing of their life which is their family:
their Mother, and late Father, their siblings and all
other relatives and friends that continue to play an
instrumental role in their lives
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NJALA COMMUNITY

Br. Abu Kargbo CFC

Lenten greetings from Njala Makonde, where as
always, have been kept up and running by the great
mystery we <called God.
Ghana along with Anthony from Hamilton
community for his 30 days retreat means that the
running of the commurny activities rests then to just
the three of us, Titus, Hazeley and me. It has not
been a big difference though since there has not
been that much of community activities but a big
miss on the company that Mike provides on a daily
basis. We wish him andngony a graceful retreat
and a safe trip back home. Incredibly, | continue to
prevail on Titus on our everyday table tennis games.
Hard to believe right!

On the ministry area, the community joined the rest
of the University Secondary School staff for a
meeting on the 1% March and on the 18 March
with the parents. This was followed by a general
cleaning in an around the school compound by the
pupils, all geared towards the reopening of schools
on the 30" March as was earlier announced by the
government This decision has however been
reverted to the 14 April this year to put all
necessary modalities in place for a conducive
learning atmosphere as reckoned by the same
government. All eyes and ears wide open to see this
materialize!

On another developm&, the community is
presently implementing a water well project to ease
what has been an albund problem since the
inception of this community. Profound thanks to the
DLT for responding timely to this one of the many
lapses of this community. The roof our house will
be our next loud cry as the rains are fast
approaching. The roof of our house is really not
encouraging against all odds.

Also, the community was pleased to recewevisit
from Brs. Andrew Turay and John Holden. Andrew
and John had beenmocommunity visitation from
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Freetown via Makeni, ehgema, Blama, Bo and
finally Njala. The basis of their visié to help
communities identify areas of need and make quick
responses on account of the Ebola crisis in the
country and in our respective commities. John has
few of his magnanimous colleaguén Canada and
trﬂ\ﬁi UCShA a\{vgol h,adS mongey, %eEt rtot tﬁer Déstri(r'P o
help Br ot her s’ with nassisting Ebola s
related cases in their area€dur community has
been identified for such activity and had réoed
some Leones already to start the process. We will
bring you a detailed account of that implementation
in our next community briefing.

Last on this month’s bri
city for a cluster meeting on province formation
review championed by Br. Victor Alphassisted by
Brs. Titus and Martin Vamboi. Interestingly, this was
not like other clusters we have had as this one
withessed a lot of emotions as brothers were made
to share their experiences in formation up to now as
a professed brother. Some experiences shared were
pleasing, others were astonishing. Not only did
brothers share their experiences but were also made
to put forward basic suggestions on what we would
all like to see happening in our formation places in
this 28 century. The day ended with a hearty lunch.
Wishing you then a fruitful Easter celebrations in
advance. May Jesus always live in our hearts!
Abu Kagbo cfc

BLAMA COMMUNITY

Br. Joseph Gomeh

As the Ebola viral disease continues to ravage
Sierra Leone, the high way robbers also brace

up their belts to pose a dangerous threat to
some villages. On the"March 2015, high way

robbers terrorized villagesraund the Boijabu

axis. These men were fully armed with weapons
and other dangerous sharp objects. In the
process of escaping with the stolen items, they
shot three people dead. After the attack, news
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about them spread throughout the Small Bo
chiefdom.

The Sierra Leone police force Blama Division
tightened up their security strategies to
apprehend them. On the 10 March,
information reaching the Blama police division
stated that the robbers who had attacked
Boijabu were heading to Bo. Later that night,
two police officers laid an ambush along the old
Kenema road until 07:00 am Wednesday
morning to track them down. According to the
OSD police officer dbie, they saw the robbers
in a Nissan vehicle and a motorbike heading
their way and they immediately alextl their
colleagues to chase the vehicle. In the early
hours of Wednesday morning, the aeah
robbers opened a livefiring at the police
officers in the Blama center which left the
Brothers and the people of Blama confused and
worried.

However, due to theefficiency of the Sierra
Leone Force, two of the perpetrators of this act
were apprehended and brought to b&p one
was shot dead on the spot while the other two
are still on the run. The Nissan vehicle number
A.l.Q 977 was carrying sheep and goats which
they had stolen the night before. The matter is
still under investigation at the Kenema Police
Division. Kudos to the S.L.P for being a force for
good.
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The Abandoned Vehicle used by the armed
robbers.

In other community developmentye are all

fine and keeping well here in Blama.

Since the Ebola outbreak, the dogs and cats
have always kept themselves busy. Doing the
night wach and chasing the rats respectively.
Unfortunately some Brothers lost their Jobs
ever since the outbreak of Ebola. As our D.L has
always said that we should keep ourselves busy,
we in the Edmund Rice Community have been
keeping ourselves busy by embaidion some
agricultural activities during this Ebola crisis in
the country. We have decided to do our own
vegetable gardening. We do not want to spend
most of our time just sitting and doing noting
rather to create a ministry that can make us
busy. The gareh work is part of our community
exercise. We do have the full energy of doing
the watering for ourselves morning and
evening. We have verities of crops like
cucumber, groundnut, maze, and some
vegetables. We want to be eating crops and
vegetables that wegrow. Richard Walsh our
former Province Leader once said that Brothers
should not eat vegetables that are 100 meters
away from the community. Which means
Brothers should be able to grow their own
crops and vegetables. Thanks to the Brothers o
Edmund Ric€ommunity for their indefatigable
effort.
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BLAMACOMMUNITY GARDNE

HAMILTON COMMUNITY

by Br. Andrew Koroma

As the Ebola epidemic is slowly coming under
control in Western Freetown, the Brothers in
this community have taken up some
responsibilities at our local parish, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help aS t . Mi chael ' s
Dominic is teaching catechism and helping
prepare those for Confirmation, Br. Emmanuel
is with the choir and helping a youth group
prepare reading of the Passion for Holy Week,
Br. Anthony is working with the youth group in
the parish, while Br. Andrew is helping to

prepare the lay readers. Br. Pious is a minister

of communion at Star of the Sea Parish in Juba.

Br. Anthony, our community leader, along with
Br. Michael Boima from Njala, is presently in
Kumasi, Ghana parti@ging in their 36day
retreat in preparation for making their final
profession of vows. We wish Anthony and
Michael well in their continuing preparation
process and discernment.

Br. Pious is presently in Ghana attending
meetings in connection with Missio®ffice
businessand will be back on April 2. Br. John
and Br. Andrew Turay recently took a whirlwind
trip through Makeni, Yengema, Bo, and Njala
setting up protocols for some of the
communities involved in the District Ebola
Response Effort. Br. Johnlwbe taking his
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home visit early next month and adding three
months to it to it to comply with the Canadian
Government's Health |
requirements. We would like to thank Br. John
for his enormous contributions to our
community and wik him safe trip to his
homeland in Canada.
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We were happy to welcome recent visitors to
our community over the past month or so,
including Br. Michael Boima, Br. Pascal Gibba,
Br. Jojo Karimu, Br. Titus Kallon and Mr.
Kamara, a teacher with our Brothers aur
Njala University Secondary School.

We at Hamilton community wish everyone a

prayerful Holy Week and a very Happy Easter.
near Lokar. Br .

THANK YOU MESSAGE

We express our sincere thanks towalio
contributed to our March Edition2015

Prayer Request

We request prayer for the mother of Emmanuel
Allieu at Tamale Novitiate who passed away early
this month  We also remember the repose soul of
Br. PAUL Kalulunda in Zambia. Please keep them an
their families in your prayers.

Please also remember the imtgon of Brs. Michael
Boima and Anthony Bangura who are entering the
last ten days of their thirty days retreat in Ghana in
preparation for making their final vows as Christian
Brothers.

CONTRIBUTION

We continue to ask our valuable readers and
contributorsto send their contributions to Brs. Leo
Kamara and Joseph Gomeh-
alhajileokamara@yahoo.com and
gomehjoseph@gmail.comespectively
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