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"My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so With some
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

HAPPY NEWEARo all our readersX maythe new
year bring blessings and pear to you all. We
welcome youto our first publication for the New
Yearand we will continueto update you onlocal
happenings as we moveforward in faith and
confidence in the midst of this Ebola pandemic that
has enveloped out District. January brings
renewed hope that we are just beginning to get a
handle on the situation here in Sierra Leone and in
Liberia schools arenow opening maybe with the
hope too in March that schools W again open in
Sierra Leone.

OUR WAY INTO THE FUTURE
John Edison Benya C.F.C

0Come follow me to the e
wider dimension of living that you may discover the
God

who awaits

Thisisa new

of mission; we need not lose heart.
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The way urges us to depart again from our
comfortable zones, with the glimmer of hope on
our horizon to respond to the poor and the needy.

Brothers we can start again with the certainty
that every sunset is a promise of a new day and
this i saf@osd 6 s

way ag

With this new way into the future, whoe  ver kindles
a glimmer of light to the poor and marginalized,

has not journeyed in vain, for nothing is

insignificant if done in love.
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EXCERPT FROM CLT LETTER #5
Year of Consecrated Life Our Way Into thke Future
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seriously examining his or her presence in
/| KdZNDOKQa fAFS FyR TNR
demands constantly being made on us, to the cry
the poor. Only by such concern for the neefishe
G2NI R X gAff GKAA , SI NJ
Fdzi KSYyGdAO 1FANRAST | (A
0N yaT2NYLI A2y ®opé Francis

Pope Francitshatr e‘madel
e X ¢ u shengs’ us back to ouratl from the
Congregation Chapte©ur Way into the Futures for
all of us. How do we move forward in creating t
elusive life that our hearts yearn for as religio
brothers?

Brothers, The Spirit of the Risen Jesus Spe
document st at endw! The Iplace it
her e! You are the peop
Chapter proclaimedur Way into the Futuras the
way that will lead us to the life for which our hear

are yearning. Let embracir@ur Way into the Future

be our way of celebrating and sponding to the
Year of Consecrated Life. Like Mary, our mode
faith, we have said “vy

make religious life our primary response to followi
Jesus. Let us now give our full attention and eng
to living this commitment. Ma we always choosg
life!

A guestion for each of us to seriously consider dun
this Year of Consecrated Life is: What is one thi

that I/'we must do in order to choose the life fqg
which we yearnMany blessings on all of you, o
Brothers.

Your Brotlers,

Hugh, Peter, JuliRichardnd John
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Br. Benjamin Musa Borniea
June 15, 1969 January 3, 2015
Age 46Years

Brothers were shocked and saddened on Saturday
night, January '8, when the news of
and wnexpected death at Bo Government Hospital
quickly spread throughout the District. Benji had
come to the hospital the day before, was diagnosed
with malaria, given some medication, and
discharged. Next day he returned to the hospital still
feeling very unwll, was admitted and died that

Brothers from the Bo communities and family
members gathered at the hospital when the sad
news came.

With Ebola protocols now in place the Ebola Team
was called in to do the requiretksts which later

confirmed that Benji did not die of Ebola. But in
keeping with present regulations, the Ebola Burial
Team takes over all funeral and burial arrangements,
no matter what the cause of death. Permission was
granted, happily, with some résctions, to hold a

funeral Mass and to have the burial in our Christian
Brothers’ cemetery in
Many friends and associates of Benji filled St.
Teresa’'s Parish Church i
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Bl a rB@ma and Njala communities for attending to the

to bid him farewell. The Most Rev. Charles Allieu M
Campbell, Bishop of Bo Diocese, was chief celebran
at the Mass of Christian Burial, assisted by Vicar
General, Msgr. Simeon Gbondo, and Msgr. Gandi,
along with many Priests, Brothers, former Brothers,

ERN members, Religious and Laity from the Bo area
and beyond.

FHE ¥

Br. Titus Kallon was Master of Ceremonies with Br.
John Edi son Benya and
Borniea, as readers. Br. Noel Bradshaw, Wes
African District Leader, delivered a heartfelt
reflection on Beniji,
highlighting
gifts, espedally the
way Benji so easily
related to the poor
and the downtrodden
which characterized
his life. Noel spoke of
his special gift of
being with people and
making many friends
angs ¢ W_L}Ched s ONs | d.a
Benji's sen
and commitment,
especially to his vow
of obedience,
graciously accepting whatever assignments came his
way from the Congregation. Tributes were paid to
Benji by representatives of his family, friends and

nji

Benj i s

'#'#'#'#'#'#'#'if'#

same evening around 8:30 p.m. Earlier that day g " !

Benji had phoned Br. Michael Boima in Njala the Knights of St. John where Benji was an actlve%
community to come to Bo as he wanted to see him. Meé mber . “A Hymn tte®Rr. Benj
Michael, who had kept in close contact with Benji, | €fréesa’s Choir, was sung tot
travelled to Bo but the Brotherhad received word hardly adry eye in the Church. i i

of Benji’'s passing before to the hospital

Prayers at the graveS|de Blama were led by Msqgr.
Simeon Gbondo. Family members from the Village
of Banguma, from Kenema and from Bo attended
the burial in Blana , along with
graduate classmates from Njala University and Brs.
Albert Gomez, Titus Kallon, Victor Alpha, John Benya,
Jojo Karimu, Pascal Gibba, Sdatick, Melvin Lebbije
Joseph Gomeh

-iﬁ
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On behalf of the Brothers of the District, the eslial
staff expresses gratitude to Brs. Martin Vamboi,
Victor Alpha, Pascal Gibba, Titus Kallon and their Bo#

'#'i"iﬁ

sensitive funeral and burial details and to supporting
Benji' s bereaved fadla[ylsly
nSBACBhesaPRAALGNIGR ULy

whose lives he touched. Resthow in peace, Bel’]jl
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Brother Noel Bradshaw, West
African District Leader, gives &
NEFt SOGAZ2Y i
Mass in Baon January 10.

Benji ds Retreat

Benji had wanted to do this retreat for the past several months an
the chance when it presented itself just before Christmas. The retre
December 1B at Bo Formation Ceist,two weeks before he died. I
his idea that we begin each da
Church, where he was a Eucharistic Minister.

iStop being anxious, | wass itinding iframy
Isaiah 41:10&ht caught Benji 6s eye on
throughout his discernment was
be with me no matter what.oOo

Thaigh his life in community seentétdof an enigragtimesBen;ji touche
many lives in significant ways as a Christian Brother. The storm at
4spoketoBenj:esus stood up and said
waves GOtlHress antd guietndss remaitie@angs he sifted throug
the movem&nof desolation and consolation ohwoetiiecerning spirttsat
surfacen important decision making. His prayer was the prayer of
ALor d t haBenjildid mawant & enake any hasty decision &
ties were very much dtilisr r i ng wi t hi n hi m.
would sometimes sayiLor d you have probe
formed me in my innermost beingeknittmo g et h er i nandn
fdarkness is not dark for you and night shinesgsdarkidess and light
but Thesewors of Psalm 139 spoke tolBenje no doubt Geds
with Benji in a special way during this i@bdlate ar d Benj i
neither Benji nor ourselves would ever have inMgin8enji reabw in
peace, peace which seemed to eludém at timesin this life.

Br. John Holden

Hymn to Br. Benji

Sung by the St. Ter e;q
at Benjids funeral

One of the pillars of Christian Brothers is
gone

We are here to bid him farewell.......
May God ..... guide you....

And grant you eternal rest.......

CHORUS

For your good works we will never forget
you....

May you receive your reward in

Your family is mourning.......
Friends are crying..........
We will always miss you......
Brother Benjamin.......

But we know.......

That one day, one day......

We will meet........ on that beautiful
shore.....

So sleep on, sleep on Brother......
Thoughwe love you, God loves you best
(2x).
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Dear Brothers and Friends,

That time again when it is time to scratch the head
and come up with news from community and
district. | suppose the main thing that impacted on
community and district was the sad loss of Bro. Beniji
at this time of national mourning in the country for
Ebola victims. Maybe Benj
bringing us all closer to what is an everyday reality
for families these times. Neverthelesswas truly a
sad time for the brothers, who have lived with and
known Benji all these years. No less a sad time for
his family and so many
church for the burial Mass. From DLT, we wish to
thank all the brothers in the BBlamaN' j al a
who did us all proud in the way they worked
modal ities out wi t h Benj
Ebola burial teams, clergy, bishop, Mass choir etc. |
had better leave it to some of these brothers to
provide the facts and atmosphere of the ocicas It

also brought a province and congregation sense to
us all in the outpouring of support from CLT, PLT and
brothers throughout the world. Your messages of
sympathy meant a lot to family, brothers and friends
of Benji.Amid the going of Benji, we hadhé arrival

of our newly professed, Bro. Dominic Kargbo in to
the district, not an easy entry period owing to the
overall situation that has stymied the life of
communities, ministry and district. We are sure
Dominic has the courage to bear up with theseme
realities, and has the support of his community in
Hamilton. Please God when times are better, we will
all join in welcoming Dominic officially among us. In
line with that we had the departure of our five
postulants for the novitiate training in Tamale,
Ghana. There they join other young men from across
Africa and beyond as they begin this international
experience of formation and community living. We
wish them the very best, as they begin the journey
with our new formation team of Milton Lawrence,
Vince Duggan and Martin Binyenya, another truly
international team. We are grateful to Victor Alpha
and Joseph Turay who made the hazardous journey

a
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fri

through quarantined Port Loko with the five young
men and saw them off at Lungi airport. Albert
Gomez too played aig part in facilitating all these
sad and joyful processes in the district.

In the middle of all this, Cyril Dauda quietly departed
his native shores for the mission in Gbarnga. Good
news from there is that the country are opening
their school doors ore again, so not much time for
Cyril to get any orientation to the new situation.
iPth§1P§ ctj”n% %etst r?r.ierﬁa%gg wiItI ile grovéd?dfbé réist
welcoming community of Prince, Sylvester, Paul and
John. We wish all well as you once again resume the
school ministry agr all the months of Ebola closure.
One goes east, another comes west, and so finally
W% Weécomev\(/) rot'! mferlnblerI of tge DLT, And{_ew
Turay, wlswo hasHbeen on the m?ssmns aﬁ these ygar
irn eGhana. This is a particularly welcome innovation
to Algert and Noel, ad Andrew of course, so we can
?II ,fugctior} finarlrl%/i as a I,eadershri1p dleam,taré)li(nde tpes
table rather than acrgss boré‘ers aIFthese months.
Most are aware of the drive, energy and life Andrew
has brought to the Ghana mission, now to be carried
forward in new vays by Paul Luseni, Eric Anguolo &
Samuel Amara.

%
*
*
*
*
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Whe Passing Over of the K&and Blessing of our new %
building complex at Tengbeh Towrproviding space for

both District Leadership & Mission Developmentfiizes. %
We surely wish this community every bdasy. While
Andrew comes in, Sam Yankuba has moved out i

“The January Transfer Wi
Community, joining Leo Kamara also like so many%
I

caught up in the January movements. We thank al

brothers for their willingness to accept these

ndow
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PHOTOFr. Salinger with Brs. {
Albert and Noel as they :'L\«ﬁ
prepare to bless the new |ENidiey
office building at Tengbeh
Town.

and far, and to those who

have  accepted new
appointments  in  the
district. Add in the old

stagers, Charles Belmoh and Corneli®sngnyin,
and you have a real-Aeam, be sure St. Ambrose
Academy and Calaba Town will never be the same.

We have had some handing over of keys to
buildings, and some blessing of buildings which show
that life goes on in the district, as it has to for
everyone in this period of crisis. A sad sight on the
way to Bo with our Ebola pass was the trucks lined
up for miles, some there at check points since well
before Christmas. Surely whatever goods or produce
they have on board must long since have perished
with the loss of livelihood. But we had the handing
over of keys for the Tengbeh Town building, and the
blessing of the house by Fr. Salinger. Perhaps some
photos will adorn the pages here of these occasions,
if skills allowing!! The same occasion was ifatédd

Br. Br. Pious Conteh, PMO, passes over the keys to the new
Hamilton Hall to District Leader Br. Noel Bradshaw on Saturday,
January 17, as Br. Albert Gomes, Mr. James Fornah (Contractor)
and Mr. Joseph Baimba look on.

by Pious Conteh and the Hamilt@@ommunity for

the completion of the youth centre there. It is worth
remembering the late Mr. Abdul who had much
input into the construction of both ventures. Also
the time, hard work of various district and province

teams in bringing both buildings to cqbetion. We
hope that phase two, the use and benefits of the
labours will benefit the many. Perhaps pictured also
will be Mr. James Fornah, building contractor, who
had to pick up the pieces and see things through.
Others will reflect in hindsight, the ldes coming
and going at mid night, Walker overseeing
everything at all hours, cooks, Rosa, Esther,
sometimes cooking for the many amid all the
disturbance, what patience?

John Holden and Titus Kallon did their best to bring
the TST- OWITF to the brotherand communities,
while abiding with the Ebola restrictions. The
process seems to have engaged the brothers, and
plans are afoot to continue the process. All these
events will he highlighted by brothers and
communities elsewhere in this edition. The samé w
be true for the Stoke consignment of good for the
Ebola stricken people in the Bo area. Getting these
goods through quarantined areas and routes will be
a monumental task in logistics and permits. So far
Albert is at the helm in this, but no real salu to

the dilemma is available at time of writing.

Now that the January Transfer Window has closed,
and all free transfers finished! We can get down to
community living and ministry in our new places,
new homes integrating ourselves with the people,
everaware of the Ebola dangers. Let us be focussing
on our primary ministry of community life, all the
modalities and community exercises that will enable
reach for the vision of community life we have in
OWITF. We continue to thank the many people who
suppot the brothers and people in the West Africa
District during these times, remaining hopeful that
the aspirations of all will be fulfiled soon. The set
back to all aspects of life has been and continues to
be enormous, larger numbers struggling as timegyoe
on, the daily fears of parents and families around the
basics, a daily nightmare. Let us continue in
solidarity as best we can. Ending on a lighter note,
we congratulate John Holden on his birthday, getting
younger by the day, still leading the chargdil s
showing us all the way.

Br. Noel Bradshaw
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Letters/EMails

We acknowledge the many Christian Brothers
worldwide who have sent messages of
condolences and prayers to our Leadership Team
and to the Broth er s of t he
death. We acknowledge also the many e- mails
that are still coming to our District fro m
Brothers and friends all over, expressing
concern and prayers for our Brothers and
our families in this Ebola crisis. The following
are but two such recente - mails.

for

FROM BR. DONAL KIRK

December 29, 2014
Dear Brothers,

Greetings from Nairobil hopeyou are keeping well
in spite of the terrible Ebola crisis not to mention the
ordinary daily challenges that you face.

The internatimal media are not as enthusiastic in
their coverage of the situation as they were some
weeks back. But we hear enough to know that it will
take many more months before you will be totally
free of the virus. It's hard for us here to imagine the
challenges bliving with Ebola, the shutting down of
nearly all public life, the care needed around
personal hygiene, the awareness about how to greet
people, to mention just a few. In spite of all of these
| hope you managed some kind of meaningful
celebration of Chistmas.

I have read your recent Wan Pot and was delighted
to see that you had a workshop on Our Way into the
Future led by John and Titus. It is great that you have
begun to have discussions among yourselves. That is
what we need. As soon as it is fedsilwe will be
over to spend some time with you there. | look
forward to that and the sooner the better.

Over here we all gathered in South B community and
had a nice celebration. In this District most of the

African brothers go home so we were mainly

Ausses, 2 Irish and Peter from Sierra Leone. We had
plenty of food and drink and ended up singing some
songs.

TTFTTFTTFTTFTTFTTTTTT

Di st ri ctSOohkringthegscquge of Ebola to an end.

On the 3rd of January Declan and myself are going to
Lusaka for the Assembly there. As you know we have
decided to set up the first communities therso we
have a busy and challenging year ahead.

Take good care and let's hope the New Year will

Wishing you alhealth and happiness throughout the
New Year. Perhaps Noel you could forward my
greetings to thebrothers in general. You are all in
our thoughts and prayers at this time.

Donal

FROM BR. KEVIN CAWLEY

January 14, 2015
Dear Brothers

Thank you for the clarity anthoughtfulness of your
reports these days in Wan Pot and otherwiseead
them with mixed feelings of deep, deep respect for
the Edmund charism workirgt such marginal places
along with a real concern for the danger facing
everyone in those places. | had not heard of the
large number of deaths of nurses and physicians
caring for the sickThe deaths of health care workers
seems something from a different century.

Thank you to all our brothers West Africefor the
stunning example of fraternity on display in the daily
life of those places so impacted with Ebolhank
you for your steathst devotion to our ministries and
to our brothersand people ofAfrica these many
years.

| continue my prayers for all of you.
Kevin

95L¢hwQ{ bh¢9y is 18D Exec.@ivg A
Director of the Thomas Berry Forum for Ecological
Dialogue at lona @llegeandthe Main Representative for
Edmund Rice InternationalUnited Nations, NY in Special
Consultative Status with ECOSOC Secretary, UN NG
Committee to Stop Trafficking in Person&ome Brothers
gAfft NBYSYOSN) YSPAyQa dhahi
Sierra Leone just a few years back.
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PERSONAL GROWTH PROGWAM

IN MIDST OEEBOLARESTRICTIONS
Br. John Holden

ACOMPANIMENT & SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:
Brothers haverecently been inquiring about the
advisability of going for spiritual direction and
accanpaniment given travie restrictions in the
country. Fortunately, as of January 22, President
Earnest Bai Koroma has liftelde travel restrictions
between Districts, so Brothers may now travel
between Districts for accompaniment and spiritual
direction. Havever, as our DLT has beeanstantly
remindingus, we must still abide by regulatioasd
precautionsstill in place

Please God before long the restrictions about
holding large gatherings will also be lifted so we can
again move ahead with workshops atie like.

COMMUNITY SPIRITUAL ROADMARBere is
plenty we can do creatively in the meantime
personally, spiritually, communally, and even in the
way of ministy. Our DLT has beeaminding usto
do suchsinceth s Ebol a cr i rede
communiqué encourages communities to spend

SPIRITUAL ROAMAP for 2015. Noelmakes the
point that for this year:

G¢KSNBE graff oS y2z2 ySSR
ROADMAPS to DLT, let us instead go for THE
COMMUNITY SPIRITUAL ROMAP. They are all personal
and communal in nature anyway. Morning and Evening
Prayer are worked out in community. Other weekly or
monthly spiritual practices, such as Breaking of Bread,
Mass, Reconciliation Exercises, Days of Recidiecetc.,
any of which are chosen to be part of your community
spiritual commitment, entail community decisions..we
have to sit together around this, and commit ourselves to
the possible, given your community responsibilities. The
main thing is that weput nothing on paper that we do
not all buy into. Then the Community Spiritual Roadmap
can be shared with the DLT toward a sense of The District
Spiritual Roadmap. This has the advantage of
inclusiveness, whereby both junior and senior brothers
canalNBFAGlIoft& Sy3dl3aS Ay odé
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time reflecting on and composing A’ COMMU N | Stahding on the shoulders of Edmund and the early
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EXCELLENT WEBSITES TO BROWBigre is
excellent material availableminternet for spiritual
reading and reflection these dayd/e certainly have
the time on our hands to do this nowlere are some
very good websites well worth brasing

> v

U  For excellent short commentaries on daily gospel
readings at Mass and short excerpts on the Saint
being celebrated that day:www.scredspace.ie
or faith@nd.edu(from Notre ame University)

U Some great prayer services around
Edmund/Congregation/Seasonal/Liturgical
prayer on our own Congregational website
www.edmundrice.net

U Hel pful for
globallyintheCahol i ¢ Church a
on-going efforts toward its reform &
revitalization:www.thenationalcatholicreporter

keeping up
Pop

MINISTRY: BROTHERS HELP FIGHT EBOL#!
inspirational to see Brothers all overthe country
rallying together in whatever ways we can to assist
our nations to fight Ebola and to minister to
quarantined people suffering in our local areas,
listening to their stories and being of support to
ihese may Me te¢lingsstigmatized or shunnegt
others. THIS IS OUR MINISTRY NOW! We ar

Er i e T ar i e A

Brothers in Ireland who did likewise during those
devastating typhoid and cholera epidemics that
swept through their country, killing hundreds of

f#8u¥dndls, dsetidily Bthelpoot, hd-ithd doing tere

today.

Many thanksmust goto the Edmund Development
Office in Dublin for establishing th&/est Africa
Ebola Trust Fundand to others who have sent
donationst o enabl e Br ot lpedo s’
this. Thankslao to our West Africa Mission Office
and to Br. Pious Conteh for coordinating these
efforts among our various communities. Let us
continue to keep up this fight against Ebola and
support those who are suffering most. This is our
ministry now!

o mn
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NEW HALL:Our canmunity participated on January i
COMMUNTY NEWS 17" in the official passing over of keys to our new
beautifully constructed Hall. Present also were Br. i h

HAMILTON COMMUNITY Noel Bradshaw, Br. Albert Gomez, Br. Pious Conteh,

Br. Andrew Koroma Mr. Joseph Baimba, Mr. JamEsrnah (Contractor)
and team workers

T
T
T
T

PASSING OVER KEYS TO NEW HALL: On Saturday Janu% ;
17 the Hamilton Community joined in the Passk@yer

(-r) BACK:Brs. Andrew Koroma, Tony Bangura, Leo programs for youth and adults in the area.
Kamara,(Calaba Town CommunityJiohn Holden FRONT:

Dominic Kargbo & Emmanuel Kpakat welcoming We thank Br. Pious Conteh and the Mission Office
celebration for Andrew & Dominici R W2 Ky Q& 0 A NKGHR Hdr Ptheir persistence and dedication in

Ceremony for our spacious new Hall, where the
community plans soon, once Ebola subsides, to begin

. ) ] this fine facility after the original contractor, late Mr.
Hamilton Community was happy this month to

overseeing the completion of construction plans for i
WELCOMEHO COMMUNITANDREW & DOMINIC:

) Abdul Bangura, who passed away in its earlier i i
welcome two new members to the community, Br.

constiuction phase.
Andrew Mustapha Koroma from Calaba Town and %
Br. DominiC Konkoro Kargbo from Tamale NOVitiate. PiOUS, John and Emmanuel represented t
Andrew and Dminic were warmly welcomed by the community at our brother
community in a celebration on January"18which January 10 and the whole community attended Fr. i i
also marked John's birthdayfred Churchill Labor f un
A Parish in Freetown on January 14. Just recently wé%

were saddened again to hear of the sudden death
Zinab, the sister of our cook Mariama Fofanah, who
passed away on January 20 at their home in
Godridge. May she rest in peace. Dominic has
jumped in with his gifted culinary skills in preparing

some meals irthe meantime. Since his joining our
community Dominic has revitalized the whole fh

kitchen and dining room area and has worked closely
with our cook Mariama in preparing a very fine
weekly menu. Thank you DominidVe look forward

to Sr. LiZOnwuama s t eniSaturday, February 14

Leo Kamaraand Chris Bangura(a former postulant of
some years badk celebrate with John on his69" at to facilitate community building with the
Hamilton Beach. community.
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PHOTO({I-r) Brs. Emmanuel, Arréw, Tony and Dominic
prepare vehicles for food distribution to 1@uarantined
families in Benguma area diVaterloo.

HAMILTON COMMUNITY CONTINSEREACHING
OUT TO QUARANTINED FAMILIE® January 12
Anthony, Emmanuel, Andrew, Dominic and John
distributed the last of our food items to 10
quarantined families in the Benguma area of
Waterloo, one of the worst Ebola hotspots around
Freetown. Anthonyand Andrew had contacted the
Headwoman, Mrs. Cynthia Conteh some days
beforehand so sheaccompanied us for the
distributions.

Sheku (centre) with Brs. Andrew, Emmanuel, John and
Tony at Banguma, Waterloo.

OQur community’s recedds vi
in Waterloo and listening to their stories brought
home how this brutal virus is still inflicting enormous
pain on so many families, leaving many widows,
widowers, orphans, displaced and destitute people

in its wake.Here are but two stories we heard

{1 9Y, Q{ A{f thehvery fiyst home we visited |
fAaGSYSR G2 {KS1dza aiz2NEe
lost 10 members of his family, including the two
bread winners for the family, with only he and his
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younger brother surviving. How does one copthén
face of such devastation? Sheku is uneducated an
unemployed so how he and his brother will manage
to earn their daily sustenance remains unanswered.

kX

PHOTO:(I-r) Brs. Emmanuel, John, Mrsyi@thia Conteh,
Headwoman for Bangura areaf Waterloo, Br.Andrew,
Mama Yaidl = . N¥ ¢2y@& | yR
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grandson.

S
MAMA YA ¢! Q{ {MamavYdtd, a frail and
elderly widow, lost her husband, three of her
daughters and five of her grandchildren to Ebola.
Her disturbing story near broke me into tears las
listened. With only one grandchild surviving and
living with her, a teenage boy, she is extremely
vulnerable, being unhealthy, uneducated, and
unemployed. Added to that is the stigma in which
survivors and quarantined familiese still held by
many inthe wider community. The dire needs of
Mama Yatta and so many like her are bottomless.

These are but two of the sad stories we heard that
day in Waterloo where we came face to face with
flesh and blood people o are nowleft behindand

suffering greaty as they try and pick up the pieces in

dhis terrifle&bolg ftgrmafi ¢ i n e d

Over Christmas and New Years food hampers had
been distributed to families in Hamilton Village area
before our moving to Waterloo. In total 24 families
have been assisted, all madeogsible by the
donations of two former Christian Brothers, Frank
Pomar of New York and Jim Wright of Vancouver,
giengs)pf Jg,h>r,1 Hqldgn. qd qus§theg1?lguaﬂantly{
for this good deed they have done in our country.
Br. AndrewKoroma
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(L- R) Bros. Vincent, Peter, Chris, Richard, John Paul,
Stephen.

We send you greetings from the International study
community Nairohi Kenya where life seems to be
good at the starting of the New Year. The
community is blessed with six members, and we
have started classes three weeks ago after the
Christmas holiday.

We are a bit shocked by the transfer of Bro. Tom
Kearney to another community. Tom was our

Community kbader and Dean of Students, This was
somehow very painful to some of us, but we want to
say to him that we are very grateful for the great
work that he is still doing for us as Dean. The
community is very happy to have a young
Community Leadem the persam of Bro. John Paul

Oluoch Also we want to wish Bro. Tom a very happy
birthday and God’ s

On behalf of the community, we want to register our
heartfelt condolences tdrothers ofthe District for
the passing on of our beloved Bro. BenjMay hs
gentle soul rest in peace.

Brothers you are always in the heart of our
community
this great Ebola disease that is killing our people.

Peter

TTFTTFTTFTTFTTFTTTTTT

NJALA COMMUNITY
Br. Abu Kargbo

bl essi g of the Visitation Q.L.V) on Saturday %7

p r a ynemwestionf dormg G o dPresent gommunity members. So the invitation was

Fraternal greetings from Njalawhere from all
indications, everyone seems to be in a safe and
sound manner. Profound thanks to the Great Spirit
that is always holding us high above our daily
vicissitudes. The New Year euphoric celebrations in
the community are gone. If not for the Ebola
menae, we would have been back to our usual
rubrics of ministry and other district activities.
Nevertheless, we are grateful to God for keeping
brothers safe right across the country in the midst of
this catastrophic experience in our country.

The January mohthas been a blessed month for us
as a community. To start with, the community was
fortunate amid the traveling restrictions imposed in
our country from one district to another, to attend
the funeral ceremony of our late Br. Benjie in Bo. As
we may awarehat our late brother died at a critical
time in our country as a result of the Ebola epidemic,
but God in His infinite mercy provided a rather
inauspicious condition where favors fell into our
control that allow us as a district to give our brother
a rather befitting send off. Thanks to Br. Martin and
team in Bo for their futile effort in making the whole
exercise a success.

E.0r e de A 4 v v v v

In addition, the community received an invitation for
a meal in Bo by Sister Angela of the Sisters of Ou

Fdr v v O

January. Sister Angela is a lecturer at the Njala
University Bo campus. The previous community
members were a help to the sister whenever she
comes to Njala Makonde to lecture. She said she ha
fond memories with the previous commiin

members that she would like to transcend to the

Rk

an imperative way to revamp that connection. The
meal was shared in the sifls
in the meal were three other O.L.V sisters, therfou
of us from Njala, Mrs. Theresa, a friend to Sister
Angela and Miss. Theresa, a student who had gone
to assist the sister in preparing the meal. What a
lovely atmosphere it was!
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Back home after honoring that invitation, the ideas that can be implemented to help the
community staged two significamxercises, monthly vulnerable and needy children in the slums areas.
community meeting and recollection. The
atmosphere was hospitable, especially after we had
taken two months without community meeting due
to unexpected but significant movements by
brothers away from the community. The recollection
was consoling. Profound thanks to Titus for his
expertise in that department.  Abu Kargbo cfc.

Having the opportunity to visit the Chief of the area
and some elders, they were very delighted to seeing
the Christian Brothex back on their toes with strong
passion in coming to the aid of the wvulnerable
children. During a brief chat with the chief of that
area, he greatly thardd the Christian Brothers for
our involvementand the continuous efforts whawe

CALABA TOWN COMMUNITY put in to bringingife to less privileged children. The

Br. Cornelius Pengnyin

Christian Brothers have brought to the children in

t hat community, C hopi
On the 29 January, 2015, the long awaited Brothers back to work in full swing", he added.
brothers, Samuel Yankuba and Leo Kamara finally
arrived in Calabdown, Freetown, as full members As our journeying togettreunfolds, we continue to
of the community. Br. Charles Belmoh and Cornelius ~ wish our brothersin the Districtall the best they
were highly spirited as we anticipated their arrival. deserve, as much as we mutually face the-tiagay
So far, we are beginning to experience new life in  challenges of our timesvith the hope of responding
the community and among ourselves. In fact, joy  generously. Br.Cornelius Pengnyin

overwhelmed all ofus by the presence of our two
brothers, Samuel Yankuba and Leo Kamara.

YENGEMA@MMUNITY
: iy Br. Patrick Boima
As we continue to allow the Spirit to flow among us,

we are gradually putting up ideas on how to
refurbish ourselves in order to have a vibrant,
welcoming and enthusiastic community. Weve

frequently visited the school ministry site (Saint
Ambrose Academy), where we are very passionate
to be fully engaged in teaching. We warmly welcome
our brothers, Samuel and Leo as they are fully

Greetings from &hgema community. The district of
Kono is uner lockdown for two weeks in an effort
to combatthe Ebola virus in this are®Brothers here
continue to have oureyes on the ground andre
playing by the rules otie day.

prepared to share their gifts and talents with the We are grateful despite all the odds the brothers
pupils of Saint Ambrose Academy, Upper Allen town  are keeping wellWe are keeping ourselves busy in
and beyond. many areas.on the 15th we visited thefiest and

religious sisters indddu. These moments were well
spent by listening to each other storiea the Ebola
menace. Laughter and as well saddened over the los
of many citizens especially those children who have
been left orphaned. We continue to pray for an end
to the struggle. In the community work has started
on new water well. The previous Wéas been
damaged by under cutting and soil falls on the
submissive pumthat has led to its destruction. The
contractor seeing the condition of the well has
advised us to have a new well dug. A new well is

TTFTTFTTFTTFTTFTTTTTT

During the first week of this month, our community
embarked a pastoral visit to the Olwvarf slum
community, where the Christian Brothers'
Psychosocial and Basic Education Program is being
offered to the disadvantaged children in that area.
As we began touring around the slums, our eyes
were catchy of what we saw happening to innocent
future leaders (children). One of the aims of visiting
the slum areas was to do need assessment in that
community aml to possibly come out with concrete

Chief emphasized on the massive changes the
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under construction. Thankgoto D .L. T for their
providing funds for the well construction.

Can you imagine koidu city is enjoying electricity
smallsmall ! Findout for yourself.To this end, we
are grateful to God for this year's journey. We pray
that the son of compassion and love lead us itite
future. Merry Christnas and a Happy Nevear to
all. Br. Patrick Boima

BLAMA COMMUNITY
EDMUND RICE NETWORK (ERN) BLA
Br. Melvin Lebbie

The rapidly expanding Edmund Rice Network (ERN)
Blama join with Christian Brothers at Blam&ommunity
for prayer, reflection and celebration.

Edmund Rice Network had a small gather together in
Edmund Rice Community. The program started
around 17hrs which Br. Joseph Gomeh led a
beautiful prayer. The Community Leagddr. Pascal
Gibba in his welcoming address encouraged group
members to always feel welcome to Edmund Rice
Community. And he continues to say that it is good
for people to come to Brothers community so that
they can experience our way of life. He appreetht
the good effort of the group for their tireless
contributions during
funeral. The group took the initiative to clean the
entire compound and even for the burial they were
all present to sympathize with the Brothers. The
chaiman for (ERNBlama) Augustine Massaquoi also
gave details of how the group started in Blama. He
was delighted to see how Edmund Rice Network has
grown in numbers within this short period of time.
The chairman promised that as a group they will
ensure thatthe Edmund Rice Network will spread

TTFTTFTTFTTFTTFTTTTTT
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across the Dioceses of Kenema. The district
coordinator Br. Augustine Kamara was also present
for the program. He was so impressed to see active
and vibrant young men and women full of energy to
carry out the charism oBlessed Edmund Rice. The
Coordinator pointed out clearly to the group that
Edmund Rice Network is not only for Blama, but it is
district, province and congregation network. He
mentioned to them that the Network can help you
to meet with other Network memeérs from different
part of the world. He continued to encourage the
group to have their usual meetings and make their
own local contributions. Melvin Lebbie

CHOGGU COMMUNITVAMALE

Br. Samuel Amara

GREETINGS FROM CHOGGU COMMUNITY WHER
WE AREGROWING IN OURIVES WITH
GOD AND EACH OTHER

E.ar v dv A 4 v v v v

It is no nevs that Luseni and larrived priorto the
community havingts community building on the 5
January. BrMilton Lawrenceled us through the
process. It started at &m. and ended at 1:0Qp.m.

In this we wereencouraged totake interest inthe
well being of one another ando be a community
that dares to offer each other a reliable pattern of
transformation We want to be a community where
we can challengeach other toenter into some fom

of accountability in order tdelp oneanother meet
our commitment. Many thanks to Andrew Turay for
his earlier arrangement with Milton to make sure
the process was done before moving for Sierra
Leone.

The communityis gratefulin a special way to Eri
and Andrew and all former members of Choggu

laid the foundation of our connectivity. Paul and |
have not encountezd a major problem for now. The
relationship with the workers and the surrounding
community ispresently very cordiaand we hope to
continue that aspect. We are also gradually being
recognized in the Qwrch, especially the Friday
morning Mass where the readingis done each
Friday by a brother. As for the scheeRC Kanvilli,
the Christian Brdter charisma is at work. The
chidren, studentsand most of the staff members
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have opened up to us (Paul and mysélfe children
are in high spird to interact with us. Eric and | are
fully involved in the teaching process Eric is
teaching in priman2 and 4 | am in primary 3. The
BECE emistration has been completedand
submitted. There are 25 students for the June 2015
Junior High School examination. We want to thank
Dubik Yamboar (Assistant Hedehcher) and the JHS
teachers for their support towals the preparation

of the BECE students. Dubik and Paul have been
attending a series of workshops on Electronic
Voucher Pay &l for teaches at the TAMASCO Hall
Tamale. Starting on Sunday the'23anuary is
Catholic Education Week. It starton the 23
January and runs through to theStlFebruary
involving aseries of activities. Kanvilli RC is one of
the schools selected to participate in some of the
major activities.

It is also of great importance to mention the arrival
of the fiveyoung nen fromthe West Africa District
en route for their Novitiate programme. Thdive
gentlemen are presentlywith us in Choggu and
greasing their elbows for the desert journey in our
community. They will move to the novitiate by
February. They are all in good shapmd we
frequently check their temperatures for any
eventuality. Any way we
the feeling that they are fully alive and well.

Over the past few weeks living together as
community we have received a lot of communication
from DLT,TST, and friends and family members. We
say a big thank you for your support. We promise
you our commitment to this mission in Tamale. Our
dream is that more Brothers will be available here in
the near future. We just want to conclude Wwitwo
pictures one portrays outwo workerswith us here

at Choggu, Alhassan and Magdalene. We include
also photos oftwo teachers, Dubik and Thomas,
who work at RC Kanvilland are involved with the

Electronic Voucher Pay RojisBem at the school.
Alhassan & Magdane Kinvilli Teachers Thomas & Dubik
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Our prayers and best wishes are with Aloysius
Yusifu Sefoi, Steven Momoh, Luke Lamin
Musa, and Emmanuel Allieu from Sierra Leone

Victor
and Walla ce Augustus Briggs f rom Liberia who
travelled from Lungi Airport to Ghana on

January 17 to begin their novitiate.

| bring you all warm greetings from the Choggu
community in Tamale, Northern Ghana, where we
are enjoying the hospitality of our school community
until novitiate begins for us on February 1. We began
our journey to this community on the 16th of

January 2015 at about 8:30 a.m. from Bo City in
Sierra Leone with our formators, Br. Victor Alpha and
Joseph Turay. We left Bo for Lungi to have a nigh
there in order to &oid the delay on the road caused

by the many check points where they usually
perform all those temperature checking and other
stuff. On our way, we picked up Aloysius Y. Sefoi a

—
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Masiaka, the later being broughthere from
Freetown by Br. Albert Gomez due to pass issue
required.

We arrived in Lungi that same afternoon and paid a
brief visit to the Salesians before heading to the
Clarissan Sisters Retreat Centre, where we were
hosted for the night. We had a wegood time there,
enjoying the breeze from the ocean, and during our
departure the next day at lunch, Sr. Marylux, an
experienced Mexican missionary, give us a very
good sentoff sharing a wonderful piece of advice
and wisdom as we prepare to enter vibate. Then
we headed for the airport and Brs. Joseph and Victor
drove us there safely and gave us their final
farewells as we began our missionary journey proper
by doing things ourselves. Fortunately | was able to
come to the aid of my colleagues wigenecessary
due to my experience already in travelling flights.
The entire process went on smoothly except in
Abidjan, where Emmanuel had a slight increase in his
temperature and was taken from the line. But %
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fortunately that was settled later on when heas
told to go and rinse his face with some cold water.

Our flight had a slight delay in Abidjan and we left
some 45 minutes late but after a safe 40 minute
flight we arrived at the Kotoka Airport (KIA) in Accra
where we proceeded to immigration and atied in
without difficulty. Br. Eric Anguolo was already
there waiting for us and, filled with joy in seeing us,
warmly greeted us. We headed for the SVD guest
house where we passed the night. The next morning
we met with Br. Andrew Turay who himself had
travelled from Tamale to Accra, en route to Sierra
Leone. Andrew welcomed us warmly and spoke on
behalf of the District Leadership Team (DLT) in
wishing us well. Later that afternoon we went for
lunch along with Br. Eric. In time we all headed for
the bus station where we boarded the bus for
Tamale for our 15 hours drive, arriving the next
morning. Br. Paul Luceni was at the buss stand to
meet us and we were officially welcomed to the
Choggu community during evening prayer.

Finally, on behalf of my celhgues and myself, we
want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our
formators, Brs. Joseph and Victor, the Choggu
community, Brothers from Sierra Leone for their
calls and messages in the past few days, to Br. John
Holden and of course to the DLT for nrakiour
travel a success.

Plkase keep us in your individuahd community
prayeras we continue our discernment process.
Thank you all.

Wallace A. Briggs
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THANK YOU MESSAGE

We express our sincere thanks to all who

contributed to our January edition @15.

PRAYER REQUESTS

We request prayersfor . NX» [ $S2  YI YI NI
Mrs. Dankay Wurie and his sister Juliana Kamara
for their speedy recovery.

We remember the repose of the soul of Zinab, the
sister of Hami 12y O2YYdzyAidéQa
Fofanah Zinab passed awayat their home in
Godridge on January 20.

2

CONTRIBUTION
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We continue to ask our valuable readers and
contributors to send their contributions to Brothers
Leo Kamara and Joseph Gomeh.

alhajileokamara@yahoo.com

gomehjoseph@gmail.com
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