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WEST AFRICA DISTRIC T 

NEWS LETTER  

óWAN POTô 

                        EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The Editorial team brings you Easter blessings as we 

continue to experience the resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

This month of April has been a blessing to the 

people of Sierra Leone. Back to school is a success. 

Government has put modalities in place to ensure a 

safe school environment. After nine months, 

students are very happy to return back to school. 

Among the major activities that took place around 
the District for the month of April included the 
Community Leaders and Bursars workshop and 
Cluster meetings for Province Formation Review. 
 
We would like to thank all who contributed 
generously to Wan Pot during the last few months. 
Now as schools commence we have a lot going on 
in our community and ministry sites and other 
developments that are worth sharing with our 
readers worldwide.  Your contributions are what 
make Wan Pot very special. Kindly continue to 
communicate what is happening in your area via 
the email addresses at the bottom of the last page.  
Wan Pot is an excellent forum to keep ourselves 
connected as well as our many Brothers and friends 
globally. 
 

COMMUNITY LEADERS AND BURSARS WORKSHOP 

 
West African District Community Leaders and Bursars on 
April 10th and 11th converged at the Hamilton Community 
Hall for a two-day workshop, facilitated by DLT members.  
The topic was Leadership, as DLT continues to strengthen 
the district as they continue to build the capacity of brothers 
in terms of good leadership. The workshop was timely and 
very helpful to all the Community Leaders and Bursars. 
The morning began with a prayer followed by Br. Noelôs 
presentation which gave valuable insight on the roles and 
responsibilities of leadership, especially in the context of 

religious life. In his presentation Noel outlined key 
important areas that good leaders need to 

incorporate. He stressed that the primary task of 
religious leadership is to foster the transformation of 
our experience of power.   He emphasized that in 
our role as leaders we must focus on the shared 
strength in the group.  Brothers then entered into 
groups and shared their experiences in their various 
communities, later sharing with the wider group. It 
was really wonderful to hear about experiences that 
made a significant impact in the lives of brothers.  

 
The second day session was facilitated by Br. Andrew 
Turay, District Bursar.  In his presentation he 
outlined the proper way of looking after community 
resources, community assets and the keeping of 
community financial records. We ended the second 
day with province formation review, facilitated by 
Br. Victor Alpha. 
 
Apart from the excellent sessions we had from the 
three speakers, the interaction among the brothers 
was phenomenal. Brothers in their wisdom and 
experience of religious life, feel very much at home 
with each other. This was the first time for such a 
gathering since the outbreak of Ebola in the country.  
Meal times were great as we all shared food and 
drinks in the spirit of true brotherhood. 
 

TENBGEH TOWN COMMUNITY 
                         Br.Noel-DIstrict Leader 

 

Greetings and blessing to all our readers, hoping you 
all had an enjoyable Easter and now enjoying the 
season of spring. Freetown seems awash with traffic 
these mornings, perhaps as the school going 
population seem to have taken over the city in their 
eagerness to get back into the classrooms after the 
long absence. We hope and pray that the trend 
continues a new Easter awakening for the country. 
The cautioning continues, some restrictions, curfew 
times etc. as Government institutions continue to 
warn people of the nature of this disease and danger 
of relapse, still some cases being reported. Football 
is still not played openly, entertainment centres 
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remain closed as Government monitor the existing 
freedom of the re-opening of schools and colleges. 
That will suffice for most people now, provided it 
goes off successfully. Life in TT has been punctuated 
by the usual leadership travels and absences, local 
and abroad, and we can complement our employees 
that they have systems in place to cope with any and 
every exigency. So Albert and I were able to journey 
ǘƻ DōŀǊƴƎŀΣ [ƛōŜǊƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƭƭŀƴέ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ 
even Mt. Sion, while Andrew made his way to 
Ghana, all at the same time, and life continued 
smoothly in our absence at TT. Albert and I found 
great life and exuberance in the community and 
school ministry in Gbarnga. The contingent of 
Liberian and Sierra Leonean brothers in community 
have evolved best relations with school staff, 
parents, councils etc. with all 5 brothers holding key 
positions in the management, along with their 
respective teaching loads. It means a 6 am start to 6 
pm finish for the brothers, working double shifts in 
the school; such is the demand for education. Also a 
great tribute to the hard working brothers in 
establishing such good learning conditions, despite 
the overcrowding of 70-80 pupils in classrooms. 
However moves are on the way to build a new 
complex with the help and cooperation of ERD in 
Dublin, which will alleviate the congested conditions, 
end the double shift system and cope with the 
increasing demand for elementary rights to 
education. These rights of pupils and children is one 
of the driving forces for the community in ensuring 
that children are educated, much like Edmund Rice 
himself, same situation, different era. 

In Ghana Andrew engaged in community visitation 

with both communities there, the formation and 

school brothers. Our 5 novices have settled well in to 

this unique experience of formation, thanks to the 

assistance of the formation team and community. 

The same could be said of our newly formed school 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘƻƎƎǳΣ ǘƘŜ н άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎέ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ 

Samuel, now well into the culture and systems of 

Ghana. All places have problems of course, and 

Andrew went with Pious, our PMO and Joseph 

Baimba our Project Finance Manager to work with 

our province representatives, Clement and Ruben 

from Lusaka to try to sort out the on-going legal 

problems of the mission there. It is the wish of all, 

that further development take place, but legalities 

block the way forward, frustrating all round. The 

process continues. In the goings and comings, John 

Holden departed our shores, while Chris Teh entered 

the fray having to give up his efforts to engage with 

the human right-advocacy course in Geneva. A pity, 

as we need an African brother in this ministry with 

the local understanding of the African context and 

culture for all these areas of OWITF. Perhaps there 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎΩ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

be in vain, and an African brother will reside in and 

take the courses in Geneva. Meanwhile Chris will 

now prepare to follow the development course in 

Ireland later in the year. Victor Alpha too has been 

on the move in and out of TT as he continues his 

travels with the Province Formation Review. Victor is 

now in Ghana, and has followed this process with all 

the communities in the district now, an exhaustive 

research as part of OWITF.  

Locally with the lessening of Ebola restrictions, 

leadership were able to engage with community 

leaders and ōǳǊǎŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ bƻǘ 

too sure if anything was learned about leadership!! 

But the shared experiences of the brothers were 

surely enlightening and helpful. Even the coming 

together after the long absence was a blessing in 

itself. We thank the Hamilton community for hosting 

the occasion, surely leadership in action in 

community. Bursaring too, all bringing a sense of 

combined responsibility and cohesion to the district 

in these vital affairs. A first too in that we were able 

to open our new building for residence, so all 

brothers could be accommodated. All 5 new 

bedrooms fully ready and furnished thanks to 

!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΣ 

Titus. Travels continue with Andrew out in 

communities overseeing some community repairs, 

maintenance, water systems etc. Albert too is also 

preparing to move to Gbarnga with Joseph Baimba 

to ensure that all financial arrangements and 

procedures are in place to begin the school building. 

We wish all former WAD brothers, associates, 

immersion schools, benefactors and loyal supporters 

every blessing, hoping that as life has resumed once 

again, we will have your presence among us shortly. 
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS  EBOLA RELIEF EFFORT  
EXCERPTS FROM BLOG                                             

MOST RECENT COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS  

Before Christmas two former Christian Brothers, Frank 
Pomar of New York and Jim Wright of Vancouver, friends 
of Br. John Holden, sent generous donations to our 
Mission Office for Hamilton Community to assist 
quarantined families over Christmas.  Jim Wright then 
asked if he could extend this effort to assist other 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
approval by DLT and Brs. Andrew Turay and John Holden 
were asked to coordinate efforts throughout the District. 

 Jim Wright then organized donations from other 
Canadian former Christian Brothers and Associates which 
were sent to our District Office Account to assist 
BrothersΩ communities to reach out to those most 
affected by the Ebola crisis. Some donations also came 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

Jim established a Blog to keep donors updated.  What 
follows are very latest excerpts from the blog focusing on 
recent efforts from Njala, Yengema and Makeni. We 
hope to include reports from the two communities most 
recently added to the effort, Blama and Gbarnga, in our 
next edition of Wan Pot. A total of $ 11,085.00 Canadian 
dollars was realized, far exceeding any expectations. 

We sincerely thank Mr. Jim Wright and donors for your 
wonderful initiative, compassion and generosity in 
helping Brothers to reach out to those most affected by 
9ōƻƭŀΦ aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ōŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 
and with your families. 

Long-awaited return to school 
Schools have opened in Sierra Leone. April 14, 
2015, was the students' first day back after nine 
months of closure because of the Ebola crisis.  

Br. Abu Steven Kargbo is a 
teacher at Njala University 
Secondary School, and he is 
our partner in Ebola 
Response in Njala. Br. John 
Holden has just heard from 

Abu with an update. Abu writes: άhǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ 
reopened, and we put Ebola precautions into effect 
for pupils and teachers before going to class and 
before going home. Everyone reviewed the ways to 

avoid contacting the Ebola virus, including the 
protocols to ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ά  

Students at Njala University Secondary School prepare to 
enter class on April 14. At left, the white objects in the 
two teachers' right hands would be non-contact infrared 
Ebola thermometers.   

We had bought some school supplies such as books 
and pens, and we have started distributing the 
supplies to the less fortunate pupils, as planned. In 
one of the attached photos, the pupils sitting with 
me received school provisions from the Brothers' 
community, thanks to our donors who have 
contributed so generously to the Ebola Relief Effort. 
The photos shown here include Madam Christiana 
Berewa, Chairlady of the Njala Youth Development 

Association and a member of the Njala Ebola Task 
Force, who has been very helpful. 

Above, Madam Berewa and Br. Abu Steven Kargbo talk 
with Mama Betty Swarray while delivering the supply of 
nutritious food in front of them.  
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Mama Swarray, who is in her eighties, lives alone 
except that neighbours have kindly let their ten-
year-old girl provide some home support. 

Above, Madam Berewa and Abu, along with Br. Christian 
Hazeley (on the left), visit the home of Mr. Ansuma 
Sheriff and Mrs. Kadiatu Sheriff.  

As one can almost tell from the photo, Mr. Sheriff 
has little vision, and Mrs. Sheriff is not well. Since 
they depend on the goodwill of others, the 
provisions from the Brothers mean a lot to them. 
!ōǳ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ aǳǎƭƛƳ 
way for the Brothers and the kind donors who have 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 
welcomed into the Sheriffs' home felt both 
appreciated and appreciative. 

Yengema action in Bumpeh 

For Brs. Jojo Karimu, 
Patrick Boima and 
Jonathan Fefegula, 
the three Brothers of  
Yengema community 
across Sierra Leone 
from Freetown, the 

ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 9ōƻƭŀ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎέ 
project was the village of Bumpeh. It is 27 km 
northwest of Yengema in the same administrative 
area, the same chiefdom.  

Through no fault of the villagers, Bumpeh was 
devastated by Ebola, which took the lives of 56 of 
them. It began when a taxi driver died after bringing 
a sick person to hospital. The driver was mistakenly 
determined to have not died of Ebola, so his body 

was washed in keeping with the custom. Calamity 
soon befell all who had taken part, and it spread 
from there. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŦƻŎǳǎ is on pupils whose 
parents died of Ebola.  As they explained in Article 
нлΣ ά²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ 
re-ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ  

Below, pupils pose with Brothers as they receive school 
supplies. On the left, ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Lǎŀǘǳ Kamara with Br. Jojo 
YŀǊƛƳǳΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ aŀǊƛŀƳŀ .ŀƴōǳǊŀ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊΦ 
Jonathan Fefegula. 

The photos from the Brothers of the Yengema 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ .ǳƳǇŜƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ άǘƘŜ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ 
tƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
resilience and desire for learning.  

For instance, the Brothers describe two of the pupils, 
ages 9 and 7, like this: Ψ They are attending the 
Supreme Islamic Primary School in Bumpeh. They are 
passionate about schooling, and help from the 
Brothers with school materials is a major boost in 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦΩ 
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The Brothers also brought and distributed a lot of 
basic food supplies. 

Kadiatu Bangura, Fatmata Bangura, Mohamed Bangura 
and Mohamed Kamara arŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄƛ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƴƻǿ 
staying with a volunteer foster parent until family 

members can come. 

!ōƻǾŜΣ Iŀǿŀ {ŜōƻƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 9ōƻƭŀ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 
center in Kenema. As the Ebola threat subsides, she looks 
forward to finding where her mother is buried. Above 
right, Sulaima Bundu survived the Ebola virus and is 
grateful for everything from his life to his school supplies. 

 

Balu Jalloh,  
Mariama Jalloh, 
Lucia Kamara 
and Maria 
Kamara.  

Maria looks 
forward to 
starting nursery 
school. 

Makeni Edmundians in action 

Three former Christian Brothers in Makeni, Sierra 

Leone, have joined in the Ebola Response outreach: 

Alex A Bangura, Jeremiah M.  Kargbo and Moses R. 

Koroma.  Alex and Moses are lecturers at the Ernst Bai 

Koroma University of Science & Technology, and 

Jeremiah is on the teaching faculty of St. Francis High 

School in Makeni. 

In the initial outbreak, three former Christian 
Brothers who live and work there were very much 
involved in the education and sensitization programs  

in the area. Alex A. Bangura, Moses R. Koroma and 
Jeremiah M. Kargbo have now joined in the Christian 
Brothers Ebola Response Effort. They have named 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ά¢ƘŜ 9ŘƳǳƴŘƛŀƴ 9ōƻƭŀ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦέ aƻǎŜǎ YƻǊƻƳŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
group, tells us: 

In consultation with Mr. Sanky Sesay, the Quarantine 
Officer for the area, we decided to focus our first 
efforts on two Ebola hotspots that recently erupted: 
Ropolon Village and what is known as the Water 
Works Area. It is 1.5 kilometers from Makeni 
Township. We identified quarantined families in 
these hotspots that need food provisions and 
support, and we are assisting them.  The local radio 
station covered their efforts when they delivered 
food items to needy families in recent hotspots 
yesterday. That included details about themselves as 
former Christian Brothers, their donors and the 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ  Good news. 

Moses and Jeremiah with food provisions ready for 
distribution to Ebola stricken families in recent hotspot 
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areas of Ropolon Village and Water Works area located 
one and a half miles from Makeni Township. 

Moses and Jeremiah deliver provisions to young men 
where their family has been quarantined after the death 
of their parents and other family members who had 
contacted the Ebola virus, as an army guard looks on. 

THE REALITY OF OUR WAY INTO THE FUTURE 
By Br. Titus Mohamed Kallon 

 

Just after the recent 

community leaders 

ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǎŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

in Freetown, I was 

handed two booklets 

by the District 

Leadership Team.  One 

of these booklets is a 

reflection by the CLT 

on our new way of 

being brother for the 

new world today. The 

second one is drawing 

on similarities 

between what our 

Nairobi documents 

calls us to, and what 

Pope Francis and our constitutions have been saying, 

and what these three documents have in common.  

My focus here is on the reflection questions posed 

by the Congregation Leadership Team at the end of 

each page. I am making an attempt to answer one of 

these questions.  I will be using materials from our 

recent gathering of community leaders and bursars 

in Freetown, and from my experience of 

brotherhood and from what I have heard other 

brothers say. 

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέ 

(page 7).  This is the question posed by the 

Congregation Leadership Team.  I will attempt to 

answer this question by means of bullet points.  Of 

late I have discovered that some brothers do not 

have the time to read through long essays but will 

prefer reading bullets points.  They tend to better 

remember those bullets points during conversations. 

× One thing we need to realize or be aware of 

as brothers, and it is paramount, is to see 

ourselves as made in the image and likeness 

of God. No more,  no less. 

× ¢Ƙŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ άIƻƭȅ DǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ 

that we have invited ourselves (with God 

being the initiator) to take off our shoes as 

we stand on that Holy Ground. 

× That our cultures are unique and distinct. 

× That God is uniquely present in these 

cultures on an equal levels. 

× That as a congregation /province/district we 

are notoriously religious men. 

× That when we are weak then we are strong, 

and vice versa. 

× That God has not made us to be successful 

people but to be faithful people, quoting 

Mother Theresa. 

× ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

dignity and reputation. (Noel Bradshaw) 

× Sharing our sacred family stories can enable 

us to grow as a community and this in turn 

will enable us to share our  experiences of 

God in community. 

× Sharing our vulnerability as brothers in 

community and that this is not used against 

me. 

× When forgiveness is at the heart of our 

prayer life. 

× That community building has to start with 

me. 

× That our prayer life reflects our ministry and 

our community life. 

× That we recognize the God in each other.. 

× That we regularly affirm ourselves in 

community rather than scolding ourselves 

all the time. 

× ²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

challenge ourselves gently. 

× Instead of throwing psalms at each other 

during prayer, we learn to make our prayers 

more symbolic and meaningful. 
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× Daily Personal Prayer must be at the heart 

of each brother. 

× ! ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǇΦ 

The list is exhaustive but one has to start somewhere 

else these documents are going to lie on our shelves 

and gather dust.  Please note that the list above is 

not in order of sequence.  One can start from any 

one.  The most important thing is your faithfulness 

to the practice.  Our communities will grow and my 

experiences of God can deepen and be shared in 

community when I make each one, or some of the 

above bullets points, my top most priority. 

Titus Mohamed Kallon (Mighty Man) 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

IONA COLLEGE COMMUNITY                      

Br. Paul Mendy 

I am happy that life is finally getting back to some 

normality in West Africa District with the recent 

opening of schools.  I want to thank the brothers for  

the tremendous efforts made in helping  to combat 

the Ebola crisis and for the valuable help you have 

rendered to those most affected especially the 

orphans in your local areas.  

JOINING THE IRISH IN THE S¢Φ t!¢wL/YΩ{ 5!¸ t!w!59Υ  

(L-R) Br. Patrick Nuanah, Dr.  Nyre, President of Iona 

College, Br. Paul Mendy  

A lot of activities have taken place recently in the 

College and in the community. The Iona College 

community joined the College Faculty, Students and 

!ƭǳƳƴƛ ƛƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ 

ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мтΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ 

wended its way through the streets of Manhattan 

with thousands of observers lining the streets. 

Brothers who took part in the Grand Match Past 

included Brs. Kevin Devlin, Robert Novak, Patrick 

Nuanah and my humble self. The Iona College and  

its Alumni organized a breakfast before the parade. 

The President of Iona College, Dr. Nyre, also took 

part in the Match Past. Dr. Nyre really inspired me 

with his simplicity during the parade. During the 

Match Past I saw our humble president greeting 

people on the streets both young and old. I always 

see him to be a true disciple of Iona College.  The 

parade gathers so much support and interest with 

large crowds and plenty of Irish flags flown on the 

streets of New York.  

Iona College also recently celebrated Heritage Week 

involving a variety of educational, informative and 

fun activities.  The Iona community brothers were 

very much part of some of these activities. There 

was an opening celebration on Monday, April13, 

2015 in the Mulcahy Gymnasium. The Edmund Rice 

Christian Brothers processed into the gym alongside 

students and faculty members. A lot of people gave 

reflections about their experience at Iona College 

and how it has shaped their lives in their careers. 

There was plenty of singing and dancing during the 

program. 

Another important College event was the annual 

Loftus Dinner, in honour of Arthur Austin Loftus, CFC 

(1904-1979), who was a first generation New Yorker, 

the son of Irish immigrants.  Br. Arthur Austin Loftus 

succeeded Br. William Barnabas Cornelia as the 

second president of Iona College in 1946. Brother 

Loftus was seen by many as a visionary and as an 

energetic leader. He attracted a lot of vocations to 

our Congregation.   He later became Provincial of the 

American Province of Christian Brothers and in 1968 

was elected Superior General of the Congregation, 

the first non-Irish Brother to hold this post.  I 
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strongly believe that our African Province and 

indeed many of our African brothers have greatly 

benefited in recent years from the legacy of Br. 

[ƻŦǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ LƻƴŀΩǎ making available 

the Loftus Scholarship for African Christian Brothers.  

One of the main purposes of the Loftus Dinner is to 

honour Brothers, Faculty and Staff members for 

ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ .ǊΦ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ .Φ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ tƘΦ5ΦΣ 

CFC and Br. Joseph A. Cussen, Ph.D.,  CFC of 

Iona College community were honoured that 

evening by receiving Loftus Awards. Br. Eugene has 

served Iona College and the brothers for 65 years. 

Br. Eugene was described as passionate teacher, 

dedicated counselor, consummate, scholar, adept 

administrator, and devoted Christian Brother.  Br. 

Joseph Cussen has served the College for 50 years of 

full-time and part time service. Brother was a 

popular Spanish Professor at the college. Other staff 

and faculty members also benefitted from the Loftus 

!ǿŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

Leadership Team was present for the occasion.  

We were fortunate yet once again to receive the 

Congregational Leadership Team in New York.  

Patrick Nuanah and I were fortunate to reconnect 

with Br. Richard Walsh again, who invited us to a 

meal. I want thank you Richard for this very 

enjoyable and kind gesture. The Iona College 

community also renewed their perpetual vows with 

CLT in the Holy Family Parish Church. The ceremony 

included twenty-two brothers.  Students, staff and 

the president of Iona College attended the 

celebration.  I might add that Patrick and I joined in 

with the brothers and the CLT in renewing their 

vows so I want to tell Noel that there is no need for 

any final scrutiny for us again, for we have renewed 

our perpetual vows already!!!  The President of the 

College thanked the brothers for their dedication to 

 Iona College and for the invaluable service they 

render throughout the entire globe. 

 Lastly, we are still busy with our academic 

work at the College. Patrick was engaged in 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊΩ ŀǘ 

the College as well as at other institutions. The 

presentation was aimed at educating high school 

students and the general public about how Africa 

struggles so much to get clean drinking water. 

Nuanah did his water research during his home visit 

to Ghana last year.  Bravo Nuanah and I believe that 

you will be our environmental specialist for West 

Africa. We are presently preparing for our end of 

year exams in May.  

 

Responding to the Call 
 

 

òA Reflection 

from the 

Congregation 

Leadership 

Team on our 

way of being 

Brother for the 

world today.ó 

 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻǘƛŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Chapter was the image of Moses and the 

burning bush, along with the byline: 

ά5Ǌŀǿƴ ōȅ aȅǎǘŜǊȅΣ 5ŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΦέ  

Like Moses, the Delegates to the Chapter 

recognized that, indeed, we are standing 

on holy ground.  This is a moment of 

opportunity for us: we recognize that we 

are being summoned anew by God to have 

our lives changed, just as everything in 

aƻǎŜǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

encounter ǿƛǘƘ aȅǎǘŜǊȅΦέ 
 
            Congregation Leadership Team 
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Br. Paul Noonan Formation Centre, Tamale 
by Wallace Briggs 

 As we continue to celebrate the Risen Christ, I bring 

you all warm Easter greetings from the Br. Paul 

Noonan Formation Centre in Tamale, Northern 

Ghana. The month of April has been the busiest so 

far since our arrival here, maybe due the Holy Week 

and other pertinent programs. 

I will like to share with you a few of the significant 

happenings here in the month of April. Before 

beginning, I will like to firstly congratulate Rev. Br. 

Martin Binyenya and his colleague Br. Julius, both 

from the East African District, on taking of their 

perpetual vows. Br. Martin is also the Bursar of our 

novitiate community here in Tamale. We say BRAVO 

big bros. 

VISITATION OF BR. ANDREW TURAY, WEST AFRICA 

DISTRICT BURSAR, BR. CLEMENT SINDAZI, DEPUTY 

PROVINCE LEADER, BR. PIOUS CONTEH AND MR. 

JOSEPH BIMBA OF THE WEST AFRICAN MISSION 

OFFICE, AND MR. REUBEN FROM OUR PROVINCE 

MISSION OFFICE. 

On the 26th of March, Br. Andrew, Clement, Pious 

and others paid a visit to the novitiate as part of 

their official visit to the Choggu community here in 

Tamale.  During their stay, Br. Clement was able to 

take a class with the novices using the theme 

ΨCulture, Culture Shock and Cross ς Cultural living all 

in a religious perspectiveΩ.  His class was very much 

interactive and inspiring, that was how he had 

control over his presentation and sharing. 

Also on his part, Br. Andrew was able to meet with 

novices from West Africa on behalf of the District 

Leadership Team.  During the meeting, Br. Andrew 

was able to update us with the latest happenings in 

the District.  He also gave a listening ear to the 

novices who shared their experiences of the 

program thus far.  We were happy to show our 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO: Br. Andrew and the five novices from West Africa 

guests the potentials of thŜ ƴƻǾƛǘƛŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǾƛŎŜǎΩ 

social committee, where our own Emmanuel is a 

member,  planned a supper and a cultural dance 

program for our visiting Brothers and lay guests in in 

the person of Mr. Reuben from Zambia and Mr. 

Bemba from Sierra Leone. During this cultural event 

novices from five different countries presented 

dances and songs from their own local cultures. It 

was really a fabulous night for all in attendance.. 

MYERSςBRIGGS TYPE INDICATOR (MBTI) SEMINAR 

Our Christian Brother novices joined other Religious 

novices and pre-novices from Tamale for a four day 

seminar on the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) 

from April 7th-10th.  The venue was the Society of 

Devine Word (SVD) Philosophy House.  Facilitator 

was Fr. Steven Santuah from Kumasi. 

The highlight of the seminar was when a test was 

conducted for participants to know their personality 

types including the dominant figure.  

The occasion concluded with a volleyball and soccer 

match which the host prevailed as winners of both. 

 

                    Participants of the seminar 


