
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brothers´ Community ï Asunción, Pgy. 

Fraternal greetings to all in the Region from the 
beautiful autumn climate of Asunción even though 
there is a threat of flooding in several 
neighbourhoods near the river. 

Miguel Braulioôs birthday was 8th May but owing to 
work obligations, we celebrated it on Sunday 6th 
with a delicious meal which he himself prepared.  
We had some guests for the occasion.  The same 
day was the feast of St. Philip, patron of the 
Tacumbú Bañado, and the celebration there was 
attended by a multitude. 

As part of our Vocation Week celebrations we 
had Mass here at home in the open air with some 
invited guests on 26th April.  After Mass we had 
some tasty pickings!  The function was the result 
of a community effort which Miguel organized.  
The previous Sunday the community attended the 
inaugural Mass for Vocation Week in the Our 
Lady Help of Christians church. 

On 5th May, the feast of Bl. Edmund, we had an 
open air Mass here.  It was preceded by a 
Powerpoint presentation about Edmund.  Many 
persons, young and not so young, were here for 
the occasion.  The celebrant, Fr. Jorge Franco, 
gave a nice talk on Bl. Edmund and his charism.  
Juancito Casey was the principal organizer of this 
event. 

Br. Jack Casey gives an inspired message  
to the guests at the end of the Mass. 

Juancito had the joy of a visit from his Australian 
nephew and his girl friend, Gemma, who were 
here for a few days. 

 

On Friday-Saturday 27th and 28th April the 
community spent some time in reflection at a 
retreat house.  We want to repeat this experience 
a few times during the year.   

A thought: Of course we should be good 
Samaritans, but we should also do something to 
make the road from Jerusalem to Jericho less 
dangerous.   

 

Brothers´ Community ï Cochabamba, Bol. 

There is much labour unrest in Bolivia ï involving 
health services among others - and this is a time 
for us to cast a look at the social reality.  The 
action has been provoked by a series of decrees.  
Where is the presence of the religious life in all 
this?  The bishops have got out a pastoral letter 
denouncing abuses and calling for respect for the 
decisions of the indigenous peoples and for 
human rights. The pastoral mentions: ñBolivians, 
especially the indigenous peoples, are becoming 
more and more concerned about the ecological 
crisis. Our habitat is suffering harm, at times 
irreparable, because of contamination of the 
environment and the indiscriminate exploitation of 
minerals and hydrocarbons and the excessive 
use of pesticides and fertilizers and the burning of 
lands to prepare them for cultivation.ò 

The government has responded threateningly 
with a warning from the vice-president, telling the 
Church to keep to things spiritual. 

So, what is the role of the religious life?  We 
Brothers have learned from the compassion and 
bravery of Edmund to serve among those who 
suffer poverty and injustice.  Salvador Allende 
remarked, ñThere are young people who are old 
and old people who are young.  Those young old 
people donôt ask about the size of the housing 
shortage in our country just as there are doctors 
who donôt understand that health is bought and 
there are thousands and thousands who canôt buy 
health; in the same way there are teachers who 
are not worried that hundreds and thousands of 
children cannot enroll in schools and universities.ò 

It is an invitation to question the why of the social 
situation which involves the whole living organism 
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which we share and to act, accompanied by those 
who are obliged to sell their votes and their 
consciences to maintain their silence in the face 
of this reality   It is a moment of crisis which 
invites us to take risks in our hands ï the risk of 
being compassion and liberation in our closest 
reality: ourselves. 

Dick Fields and Celia Jordan (in red) with a  
volunteer and working children. 

The Brothers in Cochabamba have had a busy 
month: Br. Xavier Sullivan went to the United 
States on home visit and Br. Kevin Bernard has 
returned to Cochabamba and is preparing the 
proposal for the therapeutic centre for those with 
problems of alcohol.  Mr. Dick Fields, who has 
come from distant Ireland to work with the 
working children, is accompanying us for a time.  
He teaches the children English and helps them 
with their homework.  

Br. Dermot Cregan, as representative of Human 
Rights for the Cochabamba sector of the Bolivian 
Conference of Religious, has been visiting 
different hunger-striking pickets in the health 
sector and becoming concerned with their 
situation. Br. Renato Llerena is working with 
children in the central market and the 
neighbourhoods of the southern district, visiting 
the striking pickets and recently the childrenôs 
care cancer section which with the strikes is not 
receiving continual attention. 

Br Dermot listens attentively to the problems of the 
strikers in the health area. 

The junior Brothers attend the university daily in 
spite of pickets and protests on the part of 
activists.  Elser Llanos and Saúl Velásquez are 

engaged in their pre professional practices in the 
university and a NGO, respectively. Francisco 
Tuiro attends the university and visits the families 
of the children in the project in the southern 
district. 

The community celebrated the 5th May with 
community prayer and later the soccer 
championship in the Brother Manolo Centre which 
had been organized by the child workers in the 
leadership programme and labour exchange.  

The winning team of the ER1 Championship. 

 

Brothers´ Community -- Cardenal Newman ð Bs. As. 

The last few weeks were full of pleasant and 
encouraging activities.  We had a constant stream 
of visitors.  On 19th April Juan Pedro, Pico and 
Nora came from Stella Maris College to celebrate 
Mary Rice Day and they spent the night here. 
Annually Newman College celebrates Mary Rice 
Day for children with special problems and Stella 
Maris College is thinking of establishing a similar 
event. 

Mr. Frank OôRegan, a great friend of Br. Pat 
Madigan of Mount Sion, Ireland, visited us briefly.  
Frank is a past pupil of the Brothers in Youghal, 
Co. Cork who currently works in Waterford where 
he has several contacts with the Brothers. He is a 
very warm, generous and cheerful person. 

On 26th April, Mr. Dennis McLaughlin, a former 
Australian Christian Brother who worked some 
time in Papua New Guinea, came to spend some 
time with us.  His book The Price of Freedom 
about Edmund Rice and Ricean education has 
been translated into Spanish and he came for the 
presentation.  He spent two weeks with the 
community and visited some classes and spoke 
with professors and pupils about Edmund Rice.  
As it was his first time in Latin America, the 
Brothers showed him around. Br. Hubert Wall 
gave him a tour of downtown Buenos Aires, Br. 
Stanislaus Hayes showed him Club Newman and 
Brs. Thomas O´Connell and Patrick Payne, 



together with Mr. Olivero, the General Director of 
the College, took him to dine out in the city one 
night.  Thomas and Denis visited Montevideo and 
met parents, teachers and students of Stella 
Maris. 

Dennis is a charming person, very entertaining 
and he has never lost his love and appreciation 
for our beloved Edmund Rice. 

Mass for the 250th anniversary of the birth of Bl. 
Edmund Rice was celebrated on 4th May by our 
bishop Mgr. Oscar Ojea and ten priests, all but 
one past pupils of Newman College. Brothers, 
professors and teachers, students and invited 
guests from other colleges and from the Ministry.   

Br. Patrick gave the principal talk at the beginning 
of the celebration.  He stressed the faith of Bl. 
Edmund as this is the Year of Faith.  He said 
ñDear Newman community, Edmund Rice is an 
eminent example for us in matters of faith.  A man 
imbued with a great sense of faith, not merely an 
inherited faith but one he embraced, cultivated, 
studied, deepened and nourished: a living, explicit 
operative faith; a vibrant existential faith which 
impregnated his entire life leaving no corner or 
thing outside its influence and radiation. Thus, by 
means of his faith his entire existence is 
converted into a continual dialogue with God who 
speaks and listens, who calls inspires and moves 
life.  Configured and molded by his faith and 
moved by the Holy Spirit he opened his mind and 
heart to Christ present in his life and in his 
worldé  A man who did not resign himself before 
history and did not renounce the hope of 
changing it and overcoming itéò 

At the beginning of May we had the special 
pleasure of receiving Dick Fields. He spent a few 
days here and accompanied Br. Jim Doherty in 
his work in José C. Paz before proceeding to 
Bolivia. 

 

Cardenal Newman School- Buenos Aires 

Within the framework of the activities of the 
Newman College Humanity Studies Group 
(GEHu)  the Australian Dennis McLaughlin 
presented his book The Price of Freedom.  The 
author is an ex Christian Brother and he spent 
about seven years investigating his book aimed at 
a revision of the history of the Congregation in the 
light of the charism of Edmund Rice as a leader in 
education. The presentation was made in the 
school auditorium in the presence of directors, 
teachers, parents and persons associated with 
the college and there was an instantaneous 
translation service.  Mr. McLoughlin was 
accompanied on the panel by the general 
director, Mr. Alberto Olivero, Br. Thomas 
OôConnor, Mr. Salvador Boucau, director of 

pastoral and the 
director of GEHu, 
Álvaro Perpere. 

 

Denis McLaughlin, 

author of the book on 

Edmund Rice, άThe 

Price of Freedomέ 

during a speech at 

Newman. 

 

The Reencuentro retreats for the students of 6th 
Year have begun. The retreats are coordinated by 
the pastoral team of the College and some past 
pupils. The boys are given time to reflect and 
aided to know themselves better and to deepen 
their relation with themselves and with others and 
with Christ. 

Two of the three groups which will be going to 
Lima this year have already spent a week with the 
Brothers in Las Flores, Lima. In the company of 
Br. Paul Keohane and the other Brothers there, 
they had the chance to have some days of work 
and reflection.  The students have shown 
themselves very grateful for having had the 
experience of being able to participate in 
community with the Brothers. 

The first group of students was Nico Caride and 
Nico Gaggini and they were accompanied by 
Guillo Bullrich.  The second group was Felipe 
Louzao, Máxi Gattiker, Nico Altgelt, Rodrigo 
Lopez Arrieta and Pío Clusellas, accompanied by 
Jorge Suero and Tomás Nicholson. 

The Newman students engaged with the first grade 
students in Lima. 

(See more photos in the album  
at the end of the Newsletter.) 

 



On Friday 20th April we held Mary Rice Day -- a 
kind of Olympics Games for institutions which 
cater for children with incapacities.  The idea was 
thought up by Pepo Farías, a Physical Training 
teacher at the school and together with Sixth Year 
students was conducted by him.  This year was 
the tenth time this event has been held and there 
were around 400 participants from some 20 
institutions.  The participants really look forward 
to this event as a big day for them, a day in 
which, above all, they receive love. 

With the passing of the years the number of 
activities has increased and now goes beyond the 
original run, jump and throw to the sharing of 

music and voice 
together with our 
students from the 
radio workshop; 
plastic arts are 
also included with 
painting and 
molding in clay.  
Much joy, 
embraces, and 
signs of tiredness 
as the day wears 
on!  The day 

concludes with ñspeechesò by the organizers, 
presentation of medals to all participants and 
souvenirs for the institutions with the promises of 
everybody to be back next year! 

To honour and recall the fallen in the Malvinas 
War, the department of Physical Education, under 
Jorge Suero, devised a presentation for the 
secondary school students. Following the 
presentation of images of the combat itself to put 
the war in context for the students, Jorge spoke a 
few words stressing legitimate right and the call 
not to forget.  Juan José Gómez Centurión, who 
is a member of our community, a former 
combatant who has been honoured with a 
Combat Medal, spoke sincere emotive words 
which touched all present and left a message that 
will be difficult to forget. 

A delegation of students and those accompanying 
them from St Patrickôs College, an important 
Christian Brothers College in Australia, paid us a 
visit. They spent the night in the homes of 
different families of the school and played the first 
two games of their tour, one of their teams being 
their First XV. 

Under the direction and coordination of Mrs. 
Frances Obesio de Lanfranco, delegated mothers 
from the primary and secondary schools held an 
Outdoors activity with the object of promoting the 
integration of the groups by stressing 
communication and team work.  The Director of 
the College, Alberto Olivero, opened the session 

with a few words in which he stressed the three 
supports which sustain Edmundian Education: 
presence, compassion and liberation. 

Some of the mothers participating in  
the workshop at Newman. 

The morning session was directed by the primary 
school mothers and the afternoon session by 
those of the secondary.  At the end of the day the 
participants expressed themselves content and 
grateful for the growth space which the college 
had provided them in which to set up 
communication networks. 

 

San Martín Community ï Lima 

Greetings to all from the San Martín de Porres 
community in Las Flores, Lima, where some cold 
days have announced the coming of autumn. 

On Sunday 29th April we joined the Canto Grande 
community for a retreat in Colegio Fe y Alegría.  
The initiative was found to be very positive and 
we hope to repeat it. 

Br. Steven Casey continues to learn Spanish and 
he is preparing for the reception next month of a 
group of students who are coming from the 
United States to spend an immersion week in 
Lima. 

Br. Diego Glos is currently in Arequipa working 
with the Yachay Wasi team visiting some of the 
villages near the city. He will return at the end of 
the month.  Postulant José Recuba continues his 
studies in the Religious Conference, a place he 
finds very agreeable and where he learns about 
the religious life.  He also continues his study of 
English in the British Institute and he goes to Fe y 
Alegría two days a week to help out in the library. 

Brs. Juan Casey and Pablo Keohane visited the 
Chimbote community at the beginning of the 
month.  Pablo also accompanied two groups of 
young people who came from Cardinal Newman 
College, Buenos Aires, to spend a week of 
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immersion and service among the most needy 
families in the Arriba Peru area of Canto Grande.   

The Newman students carry material with which to build a 
prefabricated house on the hill at the back of the 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ CŜ ȅ !ƭŜƎǊƝŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ. 

The first group came for the last week in April and 
the other group came for the second week in 
May.  In each place they visited, each group was 
accompanied by an adult (a past pupil and a 
teacher respectively) and also by some Brothers 
who offered to accompany them.  They built 
houses, visited childrenôs hostels in Chaclacayo 
and spent time with primary school children and 
the pastoral group of Fe y Alegría. 

Br. Kevin Bernard made a visit to our community 
for meetings with the Region Leadership Team.   

 

La Esperanza Communityï Chimbote, Perú 

A short while ago the Production Ministry 
rescinded the restriction on anchovy fishing and 
the immense Chimbote fishing fleet set forth to 
catch anchovies and sardines.  Fishing in this city 
ï the national capital of fishing and steel ï is both 
a blessing and a curse: it gives work to thousands 
but it contaminates the air and the water and 
many times fishing stocks are depleted to 
dangerous levels. 

The Mothersô Day student talent show was an 
incredible spectacle. The students displayed their 
artistic capacities in singing, dancing and culinary 
arts and declamation.  It is calculated that some 
1.400 persons were present and all turned out to 
to dance salsa, cumbia, huaynos and other styles 
at the end of the show. 

Traditional baskets of food stuffs were raffled and 
as a novelty, the Parents´ Club presented tokens 
for purchases in the new MegaPlaza Commercial 
Centre. 

 

 

Three students delighting the mothers with their music. 

Soon the interschool sports championship will 
commence and Mundo Mejor School will present 
teams in football, volleyball, basketball and 
athletics.  Br. Richard Glatz is helping with the 
training of the basketball team and, when his 
duties in CETPRO, permit he also accompanies 
the other teams in their official matches. 

On 15th June elections were held for the Student 
Council which gives the students an element of 
democratic participation in the running of student 
affairs in the school. The first quarter has finished 
and the report cards have been handed out to the 
parents. 

 

Br. Ever supervises the voting table of the elections  
of the Student Council. 

The ñSchool for Parentsò has been very busy in 
April and May with talks for parents of First, 
Second and Third years on themes as diverse as: 
Communication and Quality Time for our 
Children, Preventing Alcohol Abuse, Internet 
Abuses and Opportunities and The Living of 
Values in the Home.  

The Brothers had a very swift pastoral visit from 
two of our leaders between 30th April and 1st May.  
Brs. John Casey and Paul Keohane attended 
long sessions of the Board of Management with 
Br. Sean Di Figlia, the General Director, and they 
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had personal interviews with each Brother of the 
community. 

Br. Vicente Peragine is always busy preparing 
material for the English teaches in the school and 
teaching English in San Pedro University at night.   

Br. Ever Cieza is very pleased with his Religious 
Education classes in First and Second Years and 
the supervision of the external pastoral ministry 
carried on by the students in Fifth Year.  Br. 
Richard prepared the monthly retreat on the 
vocation promotion and many creative 
suggestions were made. 

 

MUNDO MEJOR TECHNICAL CENTRE 
(Chimbote, Peru) 

Parents of children in the final grade in 
Chimbote´s primary schools are already queuing 
up to inscribe their children in the PreMundo 
Academy offered under the auspices of the 
CETPRO beginning on June 2. The PreMundo 
helps up to 320 children to develop their cognitive 
faculties and their operational skills in order to 
ensure success in their secondary studies.  
Classes are taught on Saturday mornings until 
27th October. 

The professors of the CETPRO organized a nice 
variety show for the wives and mothers of our 
students. The children of the students and their 
relatives and also the wife of one of the 
professors took part in a variety of artistic 
numbers. Each workshop prepared a food basket 
which was raffled during the performance. 

 

Br. Rich, aided by professors and mothers, opens the 
aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ. 

From 14th to 25th May the students of the Ciclo 
Medio programme go to work in technical shops 
and businesses in the city to carry out their pre-
professional practices.  Each student must 
accumulate at least 64 hours of work and each is 
supervised by a foreman in the workshop and is 
monitored several times by his professors.  

A short while ago we began four short term 
courses: Conversion of Motors to Propane Gas, 
Repairing Television Sets, Repairing Sound 
Equipment, and Advanced Welding.  These 
courses last 150 hours over a period of six weeks 
and successful students receive certification from 
Ministry of Education. 

 

Prof. Omar Santamaría (left) poses proudly with his team 
ς Advanced Electrical Welding ς champions of the first 

tourney of the year. 

 

Stella Maris School ï Montevideo, Ugy. 

On Monday, May 7, we launched our Edmund 
Rice week with a visit by Denis McLaughlin who 
presented his book The Price of Freedom ï 
Edmund Rice an Educational Leader.  Denis 
possesses a doctorate from London and three 
postgraduate certificates from the University of 
Queensland.  He is associate professor in the 
Centre of Investigations for Creative Leadership 
in the Catholic University of Australia. 

He transmitted to us with clarity a set of relevant 
and innovative conclusions so that we may go 
back to rethinking, reconstructing and reflecting 
on the legacy of Bl. Edmund Rice. 

On Tuesday 8th May we offered all our love to Bl. 
Edmund: according to the different levels and in 
different timetables, the children expressed in a 
diversity of manners what they had worked on 
and what they had experienced with their 
catechists and teachers.   

Two students prepare murals for the Eucharist 



The senior section of the primary school, Fourth 
to Sixth grades, prepared their own Eucharist with 
prayers, participation in the offertory and 
choosing hymns.  The little ones celebrated their 
faith expressing freely what Bl. Edmund came to 
teach us.  The climate was one of spontaneity 
and joy. Fr. Pablo Peralta took care of the 
celebrations and the Masses. 

On Wednesday 9th May with recipes and the 
ingredients in hand the children prepared biscuits 
to be shared the following day.  Biscuits of 
different shapes and forms and sizes emerged, 
each with the mark of its own group. 

 

A boy distributes generously among his friends biscuits he 
himself has cooked. 

In this way we paid homage to Edmund who had 
the wisdom to see the need to educate and teach 
crafts to the children of Ireland in a time of crisis. 

On Thursday we decorated the school with 
wreaths, fabrics, posters and linen cloths.  We 
enjoyed a rich beverage of chocolate while we 
partook of delicious buns, and biscuits. 

The festivities concluded on the 11th and we 
invited all the students to play during the morning 
with the smallest children and in the afternoon 
with the higher levels.  As you will be able to see 
in the photos we had a great time and we 
continued to learn from Edmund through games 
activities. 

Editor´s note: 

See more photos of the Stella Maris 
activity in the album at the end. 

. 

 

Birthdays: 
       Edmund Rice:    1st June 

       Dermot Creegan   10th June.  

 

Holidays and Holydays 
1st June 1762: Birth of Blessed Edmund Rice 

5 th June: World Environment Day 

12th June:    Chaco Peace Day - Paraguay 

18th June: Beginning of the novena to  
                   Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
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BLESSED EDMUND RICE 

 

250 YEARS AGO: 

Ireland was a country enslaved and impoverished 
by the avarice of the British Empire.  To be a 
Catholic was to be marginalized in education, 
politics and employment owing to the imperial 
dominance of Anglicanism. 

Ireland had no system of education for the 
masses.  Such education as was officially offered 
had proselytism as its object with a view to 
eliminating the Catholic Church. 

Inadequate feeding, disease, and lack of the 
possibility of honourable work had destroyed the 
dignity of the Irish people. 

 

250 YEARS AGO 

On the Emerald Isle a child was 
born into a farming family, a 
man who would change the 
history of his country - Edmund 
Rice. 

He fed the hungry and clothed 
the naked and at his death he 
left behind him a new 

educational system through which the poor could 
accede to the world of work and Catholics once 
again learned to study and value their faith. 

 

 

 

By means of education, the Irish succeeded in 
shaking off the yoke of English domination and 
they forged for themselves a united and proud 
people. 

 

The Christian Brothers share with you the blessing 
which is signified by the life of their Founder, 

Blessed Edmund Rice, born 250 years ago. 

 

C H R I S T I A N  B R O T H E R S 

 

  

Presence ï Compassion - Liberation 


