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From our Leaders: 
Special greetings from us to the Bolivians and 
Peruvians who both celebrate their anniversaries 
of independence from Spain this month. 

Juan, Kevin and Pablo 

 

Eleven36 Community – Cochabamba - Bol.  

World Cup fever came to an end and, as in any 
competition there are winners and losers. We saw 
many souls crying for joy and mourning with 
resignation; others continue dreaming of the 2014 
World Cup. With or without the octopus, life 
continues its course ....  

The "Once36" community miss the presence of  
Dick Fields (see photo) who returned to Ireland 
after spending two months with us. He´s a good 
man, a  former Christian Brother soaked with the 
spirit of Edmund Rice. He shared his desire and 
enthusiasm with us for the work with the street 
children. It was incredible to see his enthusiasm, 
and learn from his experiences. We say “Thank 
you very much, friend and brother, Richard”. The 
Once36 community and boys in Brother Manolo 
Education Center (CEHM) will always remember 
you as a good referee and coach.  

Dick Fields  (centre) with Brothers in Cochabamba.  

 

Taking advantage of the winter holiday, there 
were more sporting activities with the kids in 
CEHM: a judo teacher who gives classes to the  

 

lads for two hours on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. There is good interest among the boys to 
learn that discipline. The last activity was a sports 
day with all the CEHM shoeshine boys, a way to 
recognize and motivate their work and their 
continued participation in the activities of CEHM. 
The event was held with great success and they 
too were very happy. All received a small gift of 
school supplies. 

The judo instructor giving classes. 

During the second week of July in the city of 
Cochabamba there was a national seminar on 
vocation promotion run by a committee from 
Rome. There was good participation, mostly from 
female congregations. Two Scalabrinianos 
missionaries (Mexican) stayed at our house for a 
week and from here set out every morning to the 
talks and together with them, went our Brother 
Bruno. It was a great experience to have the 
missionaries, who work with migrants, in our 
house.  

After an intense week of lectures and motivated 
to pursue new ways of promoting vocations, 
Bruno traveled to the city of Sucre to the national 
meeting of young religious.  

Ah!  The arrival of a family member is always 
looked forward to and here we are waiting for 
Xavier Sullivan to return after spending some 
months in his country. Welcome back!   

We invite you to view our blog to learn more 
about the ministries of our community: 
www.comunidadonce36.blogspot.com    (Francisco)  



20 de octubre Community – Cochabamba - 
Bolivia 

Greetings, Latin America, from the new adventure 
in the 20th of October district in the municipality of 
Arbieto in Cochabamba. Alberto Cumbreras, 
Bruno Rodríguez and Renato Llerena form the 
new community in the settlement at kilometre 10 
on the outskirts of the city of Cochabamba.  Some 
details of the place: October 20 is a community of 
about 800 households; there is a school for 800 
students in elementary and middle schools built 
with the support of the Jesuits; most of the 
inhabitants are migrants from the countryside. 
Last year electricity was installed but there are 
still no fresh water lines, so the price of truck-in 
drinking water is the highest in the city; bus travel 
is expensive. On the positive side, last week the 
locality was recognized by the municipality 
Arbieto as a developable area.  

Bruno gives Alberto the grand tour of the rented 
house in the “20 de octubre” neighborhood. 

The Sisters of the Holy Spirit provide educational 
support and a service in alternative medicine.  We 
intend to live in the place and hope to share our 
lives with the experience and daily comings and 
goings of the people. Moreover, the view is 
spectacular in the evening and in the morning you 
can see all the pollution from the centre of the city 
like a blanket of lead. We will live in a rented 
house, just two rooms, very simple. 

Esperamos sus visitas en el blog de la 
comunidad  http://yayaicubolivia.blogspot.com  

Renato  

 

Vista del cerro al frente desde la nueva casa 

An advertisement for the Brothers´ blog. 

 

Colegio Cardenal Newman – Buenos Aires 
 
Newman Festival 

On Friday, 2nd July, Newman held the traditional 
Festival, where members of the art workshops 
have exhibitions for the families and the rest of 
the school. The students had the chance to 
demonstrate their skills in the areas of drawing, 
photography, theater and musical instruments like 
drums, guitar and piano. The orchestra and 
school choir also performed.  The funds raised 
will go to the works of solidarity that the school 
holds, in particular the mission to be held in the 
summer.  

Recently we had at the school six students from  
Bergen Catholic High School of New Jersey who 
were in Buenos Aires on a cultural exchange. 
They were accompanied by Br Brian Walsh and 
the language coordinator of the school, Lily M. D. 
Moggio. The boys lived for two weeks in the 
homes of some families, sharing life and learning 
more about Argentina. They took part in the same 
activities as our students, attending classes and 
going around the city. It was a very enriching 
experience both for them and their hosts and now 
they are thinking of repeat visits next year. 

The Bergen Catholic boys with their Newman hosts. 

 

On Wednesday, June 23, the delegates of each 
graduating class since its foundation met for 
dinner. In the presence of more than 50 alumni of 
different promotions, the Alumni Association 
planned solidarity projects encouraged by the 

http://yayaicubolivia.blogspot.com/


words of the Congregation Leader, Br Philip 
Pinto, who last year suggested to us to 
concentrate our attention on a problem that 
affects our country and put all our energy to 
improve it. This time, two priests past pupils of the 
college presented needs currently facing in their 
parish and parochial school San Pedro Claver, 
proposing concrete activities to encourage 
participation. 

 Immersion trip to Lima  

The second of the trips with students in their final 
year of high school was completed. The 
participants, among whom was a former student 
who now works at the school, returned mobilized 
by the experience and are deeply grateful to have 
been part of this project that gave them a better 
idea of the congregational works in Lima and 
encourages them to continue to help the needy. 

 --Nicholas del Sel  

 

 

La Esperanza Community -  
Chimbote, Peru 

A diverse range of activities have kept us busy: 
July 3 was a big party in celebration of Teacher's 
Day, the students took up a collection of 
hundreds of kilos of food which was then donated 
to support many social institutions, especially the 
places where our students do their pastoral work; 
in preparation for Independence Day (July 28) 
every Monday there is a presentation of an artistic 
group from school: folk dances, the philharmonic 
orchestra, and flutes and sounding boxes to the 
delight of students who observe from the 
passageways of the three floors. 

Prof. Racchumí and students distributed the donated 
food to the needy in several institutions. 

The Pre-Mundo Academy, which prepares 
elementary school students to enter our high 
school, is packed with over 300 participants. Last 
Saturday the first classes began for 100 children 
from the Edmund Rice Project, which is a special 
program for students of state-supported schools 
from our lower class urban neighborhood that 
captures students with high academic ability but 

with very low income.  At the end of the program, 
the best 50 students will be invited to study at 
Mundo Mejor, paying very low tuition, according 
to the results of a socio-economic study done by 
professional social workers. 

Brother Paul Keohane spent two days in 
Chimbote to meet with the high school and 
Technical Center boards and the Edmund Rice 
Associates. From Lima also came Brothers Ever 
Cieza, Rafael Inga and postulant Santos Mejía to 
support us in the first phase of our religious 
vocation campaign among the students from both 
institutions. 

 

The school dance troupe performs before the 
assembled students in the main patio. 

 

Brother Alberto Llanos participated in two 
vocational days in San Pedro University and 
National University of Santa along with the other 
members of the Committee on Vocations of the 
Religious Conference. 

Brother Seán DiFiglia continues with several 
projects in the area of the sports fields: the series 
of murals in honor of Edmund Rice 

" 

(see photo on last page); roof reconstruction of 
Guayaquil poles and the renovation of the tables 
in the pergola, and the pictographs painted on the 
vertical side of the concrete stands. The drawings 
are copies of the figures that appear in high relief 
on the walls of the adobe ruins of Chan Chan 
(Chimú civilization – pre-Incan - approx. 700 AD) 
in the city of Trujillo, two hours north of Chimbote. 

Since a few weeks ago, Brother Vincent Peragine 
teaches English at the U San Pedro at night and 
Brother Hugo Cáceres (Happy birthday!), who 
began his class on the Prophets in the diocesan 
School of Religious Education, continues to 



present Bible talks in some parishes and, with 
Alberto, is responsible for student retreats. 

 

MUNDO MEJOR TECHNICAL CENTER 

On June 21 we started the second set of 
modules, which will end on September 17. The 
novelty is that our campaign that promotes the 
integration of women into the technological field 
has managed to register an agricultural engineer 
in welding -- the first woman in that specialty. 

The students have started wearing the new dark 
grey overalls with red accents on shoulder, 
pockets and waist (see photo). They wear it with 
great pride. 

 

Prof. Edwin and his students who were previously 
fishermen in the anchovy fleet. 

 

Providencia Community–Moyobamba 

An affectionate greeting from the Moyobamba 
community to all the Brothers in their various 
ministries and our friends who share with us the 
charism of our founder, Edmund. 

One of the most experienced members of our 
community is in the capital is getting a medical 
checkup; we mean, of course, the wise Brother 
John Prior, who is depriving us of his good sense 
of humor. He is in Lima since June 26 and it is 
possible that next week he´ll be back to our 
community. WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU, JOHN! 

Along with Brother John the new candidate, 
Carlos Cubas Goycochea Joel, travelled to Lima 
for the required psychological exams, and then 
will make his formal admission to the program in 
our community. He is a 22-year-old who has been 
living in the community since March and was 
participating in all training activities with the other 
two candidates (Franklin and Joel). 

From June 20 to 30, Moyobamba was joyfully 
celebrating the much awaited festival of San 
Juan, whose main day on June 24. There were 
many activities including the traditional dance of 

the “pandilla” (see photo), eating the delicious 
Juanes (a traditional dish consisting of rice, 
chicken and spices wrapped in a leaf of bijao) and 
all city streets were decorated with motifs of the 
region. They were sacred moments for the 
community with people sharing their culture and 
traditions. 

On July 14 we held our midyear retreat, which 
was a nice moment to re-evaluate our vocation, 
our calling to religious life. The special feature of 
this retreat, led by Brother Elmer Howard, was 
that we held it in the midst of nature, in a nice 
location on the outskirts of the city of Rioja called 
Yacumama. The community enjoyed the beauty 
of this gorgeous place. The retreat ended with a 
delicious dip in the clear, deep waters of Black 
River. 

Elmer and Saúl Velásquez continue working in 
the primary run by the Mercedarian Sisters of 
Charity and also continue to support the Santa 
Isabel children´s shelter in math and English. 
They also tutor the girls in the Sisters´ boarding 
school. 

Applicants Joel, Franklin and Carlos are 
motivated to work on their academic and pastoral 
activities: teach catechesis in Punta Doñé chapel, 
help out at the shelter and visit the prison twice a 
week with Brother John. On the other hand, the 
three candidates are preparing to go on vacation 
and spend quality time with their families. 

Elmer, Saúl, Joel, Franklin y Juan in the chapel. 

That was all for now, and let us continue to pray 
for each other.         Elmer 

 

Spiritual reflection – Br. Pat Payne 

Time to create 

Recently I bought a book, “Tiempo de crear” 
(Time to create) by Benjamín González Buelta*, 
an author whose previous books have deeply 
inspired me. This latest book fits very well with the 
Munnar Chapter message “The Spirit speaks”. 
Here are some insights from the book. 



A contemplative vision discovers God in the 
depths of reality, in the midst of the fragmentation 
that peoples and nations are going through today. 
God is not inactive as a distant observer, but 
rather implicated, drawing forth new life out of the 
“chaos” and the abyss as on the first day of 
creation. 

God´s love for the world has not run out, nor is his 
creative fantasy at an end. What is the new that 
God is proposing to us today to create jointly with 
us? God is always waiting for us to recommence 
with us there where we have left unfinished some 
project, word, forgiveness or embrace. 

It´s not the time to complain, nor to attempt to 
restore placements or privileges of the past, nor 
to escape from ourselves in spiritualities that keep 
us apart from reality, nor to weaken ourselves in 
frenetic activity, nor to arm ourselves with 
defensive fundamentalisms. It´s time to create 
God´s new proposals. Our challenge is to create, 
collaborate in the creation of a world that is more 
human, a cosmos that is not threatened by 
ecological destruction, out of a preferential option 
for the forgotten ones of the earth. To refuse to 
create a new future would be tantamount to 
refuse to be ourselves.  

Creativity is at the very centre of human 
existence. We are created creators, in the image 
and likeness of God the Creator, who has placed 
the world in our hands, in order that we create the 
future in dialogue with his inspiration and constant 
activity. When we create something new, we 
create with God, our own personal originality is 
enhanced and expresses itself in bringing to the 
world the future that God offers and creates jointly 
with us, intensifying our fantasy, our passion and 
our actions. To create implies a great love for this 
world and an indescribable communion with the 
“labourer” God (Jn 15, 1) who is always at work. 

Jesus points out to us the creative polarities that 
must always be in dialogue so that the newness 
of the Gospel can emerge: utopia and the 
germinal (the great and the small), prophesy and 
wisdom, efficacy and gratuity, the personal and 
the collective, mysticism and asceticism. They are 
the two wings of the Spirit in constant dialogue to 
create a soaring to new heights. 

“The kingdom of God is like the birds that year 
after year travel thousands of kilometers beating 
their two wings with skill to emigrate from the 
poles to lands most suitable to life. One bird 
remains alone in the sands of the desert with its 
left wing damaged. She would look up at the sky, 
hear the cawing of her travelling companions, that 
flew with agility, unity and majesty, attempting 
with all her strength to take off again. She well 
knew that she was not a reptile of the desert 
destined to drag herself through the sands, but 

rather a bird capable of crossing great distances 
in dialogue with the wind. But the more she tried 
to fly, moving her right wing, the more she sank in 
the sand and grew weaker. No bird can fly on one 
wing. She could only recover the ability to fly if 
someone helped to rehabilitate her left wing. 
Exhausted and alone, little by little the desert 
sands began closing in on her and burying her. A 
shepherd rescued her almost agonizing, cured 
her wounded wing… and one early morning the 
bird took off flying into the horizon”. 

For reflection (my own questions): 

1.- Are our wings in good condition? Are we 
perhaps trying to fly on the left or right wing 
alone? (We recall that the right brain is 
associated with creative thought and the 
emotions, and the left with linear and analytical 
thought). Let us give examples. 

2.- Do we manage to keep in proper balance and 
happy harmony such polarities as: utopia and the 
germinal (the great and the small), prophecy and 
wisdom, efficacy and gratuity, the personal and 
the collective, mysticism and asceticism? (The 
book greatly helps us to grapple with these 
polarities in our lives). 

*BENJAMÍN GONZÁLEZ BUELTA is a Jesuit with long 
experience of insertion among the poor. He has lived 
thirty-seven years in the Dominican Republic, where 
he was master of novices and Provincial. At present he 
is superior of the Jesuits in Cuba. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Celebrations: 

Hugo Cáceres  15 julio  

Tony Twomey 15 julio 

Renato Llerena 27 julio  

Rafael Inga  31 julio   

Adelfo Arévalo      14  agosto (Novicio I) 

 

 

 

CAST YOUR NET WIDER  

www.edmundrice.net  
A global net for your global network  

http://www.edmundrice.net/


Holidays and Holydays 

July 28 Independence Day in Perú 

 

 

July 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola and Birthday of 
Edmund Rice 

 

 

 

 

August 06    Independence Day in Bolivia 

 

 

Augusto 12 : Internacional Youth Day 

August 15 Assumption of Mary (The Brothers 
pronounced for the first time their 
Annual Vows in 1808 and the first 
Perpetual Vows in 1809). 

 

 

 

 

Two more of the colorful murals from the project in honor of Blessed Edmund Rice 

 

THEME: “Two ports in distant seas join handséó 

Chimbote-FE Waterford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¡ VIVA EL 

PERÚ ! 

¡ ARRIBA, 

BOLIVIA ! 

2° Panel – three more children from Waterford 
on their way to greet Br. Edmund Rice. 

3° Panel – makes use of a real window 
looking onto the parish property next door. 

http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/12_de_agosto
http://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=D%C3%ADa_Internacional_de_la_Juventud&action=edit&redlink=1

