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The following is an oral statement which was read by Br. Kevin Mullan on behalf
of ERI at a meeting of the Human Rights Council in Geneva. It was delivered as
part of the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of Ireland. ERI and the
Sundays Well Life Centre, Cork worked together on the preparation of the
Statement.

http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/human-rights-council/watch/ireland-upr-report-consideration-25th-
meeting-33rd-regular-session-human-rights-council-/5137521733001

Item 6 — UPR outcome, Ireland - 23 September 2016
Oral statement by Edmund Rice International
Mr. President

Education is a fundamental human right and essential for the exercise of all other human rights.
It promotes individual freedom and empowerment and yields important development benefits.

Research over the past two decades has linked early school leaving in Ireland with a range of
negative future outcomes for children. Despite a range of interventions to address school non-
completion, approximately 14% of students continue to leave school every year without com-
pleting their education. According to the National Economic and Social Forum “early school
leaving is among the most serious economic and social problems the state must address.”

Young people who have spent time in state care, juvenile justice or hospital system due to men-
tal or physical health issues also have limited educational opportunities.

Collaboration between professional systems is essential to ensure that positive outcomes can be
achieved.

The capacity of the current child and adolescent mental health system to cater for the needs of
children is also a source of serious concern. Recent figures indicate that 14% of children wait
more than 12 months to access the services provided by the Centre for Addiction and Mental
Health, more than 2,500 children and adolescents are on waiting lists for mental health services
and Ireland spends around €3.5 million each year on care places abroad.

We recommend that Ireland consider a holistic legal response to marginalized young people, by
considering raising the minimum school leaving age, by providing entry levels into trades
through apprenticeship schemes and by offering alternatives to its present ‘one size fits all’
model for education.

We further recommend that Ireland undertake a national review of the mental health needs of
young people and provide greater support for those services attempting to meet those needs.

Thank you. Mr. President
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Christian Brothers Annual Golf outing
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Project Zambia

Aidan Donaldson submitted a paper to the Tab-
let competition as part of their 175th Anniver-
sary celebrations. His paper outlined the work of
Project Zambia and how it puts Catholic Social
Justice teachings into practice.

Aidan was successful in securing one of the 4
awards which is great news for Project Zambia
not only for the prize money to help in their work
in the margins but also the recognition from such
an internationally recognised and respected
publication.

Many congratulations Aidan

Attached is the article submitted by Project
Zambia to the Tablet competition.

Prayers please for the repose of the soul of

Br. John Loftus (Wexford Community) who died on 22
August in Wexford General Hospital.

’YI Mary, brother of Br. Pat O&@onnell (Nenagh) who died on
28th August

John Gibson, brother of Br. David Gibson who died on 1st
September in Cork.

Danny Brennan, brother of Br. Damien Brennan (Callan)
who died on 12 September.

Pat O@1agan, brother of Br. Jim O@1agan (Synge St) died on 15th September.

Rose Lynch, mother of Br. Michael Lynch (Buenos Aires) who died on
15th September.

Stephen Kiely, brother of Br. Luke Kiely (Thurles Community) who passed away
on 4th October.



