PASSION & POSSIBILITY CONGREGATION CHAPTER 2003
A
||r i ) o s good o be here in Nﬁﬁﬂl even better 10 be among vou Bros and ER
e

people, Thanks 1o organising commities for invitation to share some thoughts
arcund the Koy Directions Cong Chap calling us to

o About3 yrs ago | visited several areas of the NA Province - Florida, Chicago,
Wancouwver and New York ares as a member of Cong Renewal Team. [ have
happy memories of the welcomes in communities and ministries across the
confiment, Since then I"ve bad privikege of visiting communitics, ministries
and ER groups aceoss the whale Cong — it has been inspiring and leaves me
both HOPEFUL as well as DEEPLY CHALLENGED. I'm convinced that all
of us have a precions gift - a vocation - to-be Disgiples of Jesus inan B R way
= a way that s evolving and growing all the time as you weH=hear .,
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e o MMFFERENT FAITHS

Before the Chap all delegates had mectings with odber faith groups. The one that
had most impact on me was the Mumbai groups meeting with Muslims:
1. banmers in sireet sa:.'m%?h ¢ 1y the Christian Brothers [nternationa)l
Delegates; the pntmﬁ ru:'.c the warm hand-shakes from dorens
of Muzlim busineesmen as we cnh:rud the mosque area; the meal and animated
conversations
they WANTED to connect with us and honour ns- and went 1o great lengihs
and expense 1o do so
3. we benrd of the Charttable Foundation these Muslim mea belonged to which
foormned teams with Xtians and Hindus to Improve the lives of people in the
surrounding slums
4, the mosl moving momen for me was when we all stood mside the shrine of a
Muslitn martyr ard praved wogether, There was 4 penuine sense of drawing
close o each otlver, Somehow my life as a BROTHER meant something very
wide-reaching at that moment — | Sz Lanch E2a MEW Foeca [ =5 hﬂﬁﬂ.
O i~ Het fond] of oucsumter

ﬂ‘E— WJ'I‘E ! o ONE BODY NEEDS ALL THE PARTS
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- Indians as hosis encompassed theie report in dance and in the
4 Elements — earth, air, fire and water which became
imporiant symbaols during the Chaper

- My own European Prov mitmed & group of people tentatively
lenving a safe home on an unknown journey; kder some of
them returned back home for safery whilst others ventured on
into the unknown

- Those fromy Oceania mired a rowing team heading off with
great enthusiasm for mew missions in unchasted seas

somewhers in EE. Sml.ﬁt
- Your NA Prov ks very, ﬁ(:]usmt on 7 Insights from 2002

Chag — | was struck by ihe dedication o ghid organisation for
each Insight particulardy for “secking Mew Members™
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since the pioneer Bros came from Ireland) dMoy Hitchin, our Cong Beo-Justice Co- W I.-n."{&en"
erdinator, characterised each provinee with a different animal bringing a pariicolsr
blessing 1o the whole, Animal for NA was the bear: Hiten oa

£ "
We nvoke the blesiing of the Black Bear Withent us
The blessing of ity strength and solitnde,
Aw it walky the woody and meadows,
And sleeps in ity own shadow,
May pou walk with bear's power and conviction,
And always rensind us fo keep searching for our cormor _,ﬁ.r.!.ure.:{

As the Chap moved on and these different culiures and perspectives mixed together

through the many conversations we [ came o realise apain how EACH [5

HEEDED if the whale is to flourish. | The ﬁad;gﬁu?ﬁom al Jini Shemanski's (ke Remaus:
¥ 3 -

rite of efitrance to novitiade last week-pit it thi !_ , a petechae
*k‘Eudfqgf‘mi&: up pftiany parts and eacly of the has its ewn use, That's howil is 1 L
with us, re areghany of w8, but we each are.& parl of e Body Jngh:ist* /}A] sk
. Smgn of
We are biessed 0 be an internutional ouifit which gives us great possibilities motepen IP..-{J-E. e

dethoge confined to one conginmit. We owe this reality (0 Edmund hinsaif who sent
hiz Bros across the world s early in our history and then, later, 10 the leadership of
men like Austin Loflus who challenged every pravince in 1960s 1o found new
missions beyond thelr borders, ~ daih Ae purld and #2 osmog
(s,
I klmwiﬂ are $ill adjusting igmﬂs}mhg i new PROVINCE bt [°d urge vou to see ol
‘the Body" as the whole Cong'and for the MA Prov more thep ever, to offer fis e gy siy ol IT'.:?#.
strengthirpower andcativiction & gifis for the whole Cnn%f%sinq D W
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'L.E_j; MOVING BEYOND OUR BOUNDARIES s hethete wathoesia ::ﬂ-

On Friday of 2™ week of Chap our 2 writers, who had been charpged with the swesome
task of putting into words what was kagpening among us, came into the Chap room
and read out o draft reflection to a hushed Chap, It was called “Revelation: the Spirit
of the Risen Jesus speaks™ and lefi us moved if hemused, 1t spoke of risk, letting go
and frost - scory stuff— but we warmed o it and keew we lad 0 go there, Somenne
commedied thet there was pot much use of our familiar religioes vocabulary ..

Euchanist, Word of God, Vi
uchanst, Word of God, Vows efc vy MEJ‘-'-E}-

M o Brother spoke up with emotion in kis videe saying something on lines of
“Mow 1'm beginning [ see ... these new @ ions, this new language is calling us
o po BEYOND our cumrent CB boundaries>He sat down and then, one after another,
Bros stond up and shored their own struggle and energy in living as o Brother sensing
the call 1o go beyond. And then it was time for lunch .. In the following days we
often refered back fo that Friday morning ... did # really happen or were we all
dreaming? Could we reach that place again ... for some days, even weeks we didn't,
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O final mormimg, we had finished the business carly. Facilitator said *do you want an
early cotfes break or what do vou want to do™ One Brother said *1 fally suppoat the
document ... | trust the Brothers ... bot | hove 1o say that I'mouneasy inmy guts ...
there is too much *eco-stufl” in the document and many Bros won™t relate o it™
Ansther Bro said be 100 was uneasy, Then Bro after Bro wend o the microphone and
sanf how the whole Chop experience bad touched and inspired him and how we kad
come to the right place in our docoment. An bour passed amd the Chap was over — bt
we had tasted again the free-Mlowing dialogue from the heart of that Friday morning 2
weeks earljer. It had not been 2 dream, It wias d real experience of the Chag grougp; an
experience .'fr:IIl{:h each of us shamiﬁ’a remams deep within us. [ believe the Spirit

was rr:u:wm i oaer mi
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Ag [ look back on it now, it was precisely the HOMNESTY of those 2 Bros who shared
which allowed the whole group te move to a new level of heant dialogue which in fum
opencd us to trust the Spicit present in our midst leading us forward to new termitory.
The facilitator called this a ¥ PARADIGM SHIFT™. In religious language it was a
PENTECOST MOMENT — vou mi] have ru:mnr.d |'L|:I'|h- many times "'Ihc. Spirit” comes

into the Chap document. | : a':-:-ru,.. — M‘%@M

I invite you during these days nrﬂhnp & aﬁnrwards in mmmunll].l,

pressnge-guoted-in the-CLT which ts en yeur page .. '1"'“” Jrued m-H‘_
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There was a deep cry throughout the Chapter for us to address the issue of
Community Life. If was expressed vartously but the Vision Statement came out in the
end saying: we zre called to:

“hmild healthy, compassionate communities living a heart-centred spirituality
and supporting one amother in mission™

Ala time when many Religiows in the western world are choosing 6o live singly, this
statement is prophetic and 1 believe significant for the Cong, It's my experience that
despite our Constitutions and many Chap decs neming Community Living as central
to oar lives, we find it extremely hard to do, particularly in the area of honest
comumustication amaeng us. o my bome Evropean Prov, the Mew Life in Mission
praject of setfing up new communities which explore new ministries, is a serious
attempt to respond fo this wrea of difficulty in our life as Bros. 3 communities sre up
end running, 14 more Bros are beginning the program now,
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Froom the Prov presenfations it was clear that all new nssion openings throwghout the
Cong in past & years.are “al the margins”™ — a5 the 2002 Chap directed us 10 do, [ have
been thrilked to hear of vour own pew missions at the margins ... in Brownsville, New
Orieans bur alse your desermination o sustain long-established mner city
communities which serve some of most deprived youth in your country. You can see
how frequently “ministry at the margins™ is referred o in the Chap document. So this
remains a key focus for our CB mission for next 6 years. I'd §ike to draw attention to
2 new aspects of this overall call which surfaced at the Chap: . - :
1) the role of ADVOCACY — speaking out for Justice { Kewvow, Cawlay will spealke o '?:hmrj
2} the HIV / AlDS pandemic sweeping pars of the poorer parts of our world. AL
the Chap we discovered that most of us coming from western couniries know
so little about this disease and its social, morak and spiritwal dinensions that
we needed to go back 10 school o learn about it The African Prowv has openad
o new international community at Orange Farm near Jo'burg 1o respond to this
crisis facing so many. The Chap calls ALL of us to inform ourselves at this

e - Bill Secees
L B
a CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE — (Galee ™.
Finally, I'd like to share some wisdom from & 90 sometiing-vear-old Passionist priest
curvently living in Carolinag — Thomas Berry, See vour page - ¥* Reod oaf, TwaZ  adias, b iy

End with a COMMUNAL ACT OF FAITH in the dynamism of the Universe we eall I Pf.l.i“!r'm
God . **1 groups read section — ther all losf section
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